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Abstract

The re-reading of divine command theory in the last century has led to more defensible
interpretations of this theory. Philip L. Quinn is one of the leading philosophers who tries to
prove the ontological dependence of morality on God in Christianity. He claims that by
separating the sphere of duties and values in morality, moral duties depend on divine
command and moral values depend on the good nature of God. He uses a cumulative
argument to substantiate this claim and by presenting four testimonies from the Christian
tradition, he shows that Christianity supports the ontological dependence of morality on
God. Devotional practice, gospel ethics, scriptural hermeneutics, and a theological theory are
evidence that, according to Quinn, their aggregation has the potential to prove this claim. In
this article, after a detailed explanation of Quinn's theory and his reasoning, it is analytically
shown that Quinn's reason includes his claim. The central point in the critique is that the
author accepts the validity of the cumulative argument and he does not seek to show the
imperfection of each evidence alone; rather, by acknowledging that this evidence together
can only prove the result, it will be shown that the result obtained in this cumulative
argument is not in line with Quinn's claim. Quinn claims that morality is ontologically
dependent on God, while his cumulative argument proves the principle of dependence, not
the ontological form in particular.
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1. Brad Hooker. (2001), “Cudworth and Quinn”. Analysis, Volume 61.
2. Philip. L. Quinn (2006) Theological Voluntarism, in: The Oxford Handbook of Ethical Theory,
David Copp (ed.). New York: Oxford University Press.

o ool cp 33 Jlon o (B (gla 2 55 ct o ST ok (BN 45 gy 15 1S 1d (e GV G5 el ST, Y
ATy Jl



V.0 ol Mol 03wy Lo ple | Sl (2l T 0l Blubbdgg DLST g g8  ASI Yl sl wy g

o:l.tz:.u"JJ}cjry))u\JTcupl}u&‘chm&‘W}ﬁ'd\j&de|}\jb)\u\;\)@é%\du‘ﬁ)‘)‘

.Quinn, 2006, p.71) & ,5 » 1 5
NS aab g 4 U oY oo Y)Y
b g (g (LS el iaile iyl Glaw g g sl ac 2t &S Gs)ulo‘ﬁwj\ﬁg@ﬁ e sS

.Quinn, 2006, p.71) x5, o

10 ylosd g 0o, ¥ —1-Y
WZdl s ) sl s Sl (B Ol or bl b 103,55 Ol s gaslyl 115 555 3l e s Uy b o S
st 93l 355 b s 03,87 )5 4 S gl ol 3 03575 Sl gl Feslyl 53 o8 o | diims o 5
B9 e Ol e 4 s T Cal o Oy a3 o 51 O] Calder 457 il e O o355 S )
ol i ) 5.8 Sy VT 5 Ky oty 03,5 o o O S 5 S 535
by S s SIS | 63 8 oty 3w s Lo Ll a5 Tt oyl Callbee a5 o 51 3D Calsns oyl S
Ol S’ o 1y Gows (B ilns 1l pliy STy 3y e 3 OT b 03, SG 031l (g g0 gt
Cilliue ST Sloj 55,05 ol o3l )l Ks Sl 4 bl 43 8 Glas 0T Gisws 4 s (gosly) &7 Culing
S o 3 I oslyl gl plas b 0,8 oo o) s Cllinn (gl 03l 51 (o5 L s 0,8 on S8 SO
81 0L 3 Gr b 51 ) o3yl 51 g5 onl s ol iy OT 4y GO 87357 omi | @l (5030, 31 o 55 il
3513 L gl b b s 53 1y gl Ol Sl esline | o oS Jote 51 s oan 4 Cm 1 G b K05 5 Fosla s
S 15 Goslyl 3 o5 Olen b oyl gen I Ol b 45T o | dimms S 555 5w I .(QuINN, 2006, p.69)
o Ol g oo Ml 53 op) 0315 13 a ,LS7L.QUINN, 2006, P. 69) 5,15 ks Cl rgo Sl Eoms
S gloshyl sl Ol 3 b Lo e (g5 4 &5 Sl (Gloslyl ¢ pm 55 Jaie Sl st (goslyl S5l e a8 23 S
S il Gy s 4 5l Ol b gl o3l Bl pl ity OT F0LLS 015 g 1y ol Olo co )l s
S o Dy 0L el Sl 2 S0l 53 S s o S

o038 Sl ashyl 5l e s Ol S Jate SH1as gosl) 315 e oS3 S lesl Ol 5 pp (I8 S Slowi 5 4 4 5
s (6 g 3l (S b G 4457 ol (glosl ) Ol gn 155 03113 55 o il s 125 030, b Olds iy ]
P GV (Gl 5y) ATl 0T g 53 (3 ol A5 (AY 59) o 2 GYFIY ) 5,8 o il S0

Aol g I 56 (g g 3 Ol b slom 5 056 4 e 47l (gloshl Slas ms 5 (G030l ¢ e 53 40 (VFA



0> 4 SIS Sy E1g91 F—1—Y

13 a5 4Dl 15 (sla ) e 53 1t 4y GO Sl pludl ales Ol L

03,55 0 8 ol Al 5 lsl 5 (5503l st 3 g s 4 G Comdly oS ol 5o il B 3929 Shunslg
(A o AP0 (o) 3,1 5 g 5 BV (gl gl g st 0351 55 b 457 (gl 65 4 4l

1S ol gl osl )l Sl ol 51 g 5 ol b tunly B it oS Cnline Oy B g0 Kislg
st 4875 S iy ime b jme M 6,18 6K 0 015 oo Sles e s w3 S Iy S calid Ol
& Lo 15 03 5 i o518 0T 3550 53 1t aSST gy s ot a0l 40,1 0T CIS7 5 Gs |
A B0 Sl (g S| flad fras & ol ditne etV 5 ST i LbI 0T d 5 Coms
(VY (aea) das ool 2 4 5 OT 15 on (S (g5 5 S g p3ekin Sl 5 Sl o Jos
AV o

3 M3 g sk 457 s lina Oy gn e a3 1 4 30U Stsly 1l bd 303 b oo (il
jg;.wyu“%,@,myhL;u,,4,....,wﬁcgfr,e:u.vu)t.u&wtu\gw\ﬁw,\@\”,‘\,\
(A o ¢ SIYA0 ¢ 58) 555 a4 55 SLALBOLS  Soals ¢ Soals 31§ 5 cal & AL o i gt (Slmn 4
Sk & 0 ol 5 (IS s (gl p5Y 05800 1 355 s 457 ol ol 5o Tl BB 19y (Sl
Y o A0 ( o18) ST o S lilswte b Olusl &5 Conlits 3405 L L Ko

5305 51 4 olsojsaT 51t o u b Opy 45 o Lo ool s 4 GO Bae Kol “r SMie i slg
J el (6,187 301 by 5 G5 sim Solel jo ¢ S g el (65 5 Olloma 5 303k 58 0 51 s S35

.(\ 1 U ALK c&u) Sl

sS4 1 s o 9 s Y-

B3 sa5 Super 25 Dpe 4 OIS b S su B slas
o 08151 b @l cybo 3 a3 N—Y—Y

f‘éﬂ%ﬁ‘gwd‘\m‘.})‘b&w‘g\c.}b‘b‘bdhﬁw;p)|cu0)u‘ﬂjﬂ4§)}bw

. existential dependence

. epistemological dependence

. linguistic - conceptual dependence
. psychological dependence

. rational dependence
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. deontology
. axiology

. right

. wrong

. obligatory
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1 . lex orandi lex credendi
2 . gospel ethics
3 . agape
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1 . scriptural hermeneutics
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