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Article info Abstract

One of the reasons that make animals deserving of violence is
the idea of a lack of rationality and subjectivity in them, but if
it is possible to recognize some kind of subjectivity for an
animal, we can hope for a future where the animal will no
longer be under the control of any human abuse. In this regard,
this research considers the problem and risk of interaction
between humans and animals with a new and practical
approach. The general approach and method in this research is
"phenomenology" and specifically "ethical phenomenology",
which results in adopting four questions regarding animal pain
and suffering, animal love, animal rights, and animal
subjectivity. Therefore, we put the order and sequence of these
four things in a continuum, one end of which is sense and
experience, and the other end is concept and generality so that
we can finally reach "specific general" rules. Finally, in order to
reduce the suffering, evil and malice in the phenomenological
subjectivity, we depict the subject of the animal in a way that
does not make us fall from life and the result is a reduction of
cruelty among the subjects-of-a-life. In this way, in this type of
argument, neither human becomes animal nor does animal
become human. It is 2 human convention versus a natural and
theological convention that takes a step toward avoiding the
"residues of unmodern human behavior that treat animals as
instruments." Therefore, the way to reduce evil for humans is
to accept the type and level of rights for animals.

Keywords: Evil, Animal Rights, Pain, Love, Rights,
Subjectivity.

1. Corresponding author, Member of the scientific faculty of the Research Institute of Cultural, Social and Civilization
Studies, Tehran, Iran, Taghavian@gmail.com.

2. Ph.D. student in Political Sociology, South Branch of Tehran, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran,

Hossein.solati1361@gmail.com.

@M



mailto:Hossein.solati1361@gmail.com

Ethical Reflections, Winter 2023-2024, 4 (4) 8

Introduction

From the time when Descartes divided the mental phenomena of man into the three categories of ideas,
judgments and volitions (Sani1, 13706, p. 27) until when Brentano founded the knowledge of descriptive
psychology with the inspiration of Comte and following him institution; the main subject of human
psyche was "ideas". He believed in the existence of emotions in animals, like humans (Brentano, 1402,
pp- 47 and 117). However, he said: there is no one who would exchange his human life for the life of
an animal inferior to him (Brentano, 1402, p. 205). A question in the realm of humans and animals is
to what extent the three mental phenomena are common to both? If it is possible to recognize some
kind of subjectivity for the animal, one can hope for a future where the animal will no longer be under
the control of any kind of human abuse. In sum, as Blumenberg says: "One who doesn’t find an answer
to a problem, eventually loses the problem itself." The best solution is to give many answers to the
problem, an answer that preserves the problem" (Styfhals, 1401, p. 224) this research intends to preserve
as much as possible the problem and danger of interaction between humans and animals with a new

approach.

2. Background of Research

Before discussing the subject of animal subjectivity, we mention the existing approaches:
1-2. Utilitarianism approach

The representative of this point of view is Singer, who based on Bentham's book "Introduction to the
Principles of Moals and Legislation", considers the common feature of humans and animals to be

sensitivity or the ability to feel pain and experience pleasure (Singer, 2019, p. 14).
2-2. Natural Rights Approach (Intrinsic Value)

The representative of this view is Reagan, who by highlighting duty of respect (as dignity of nature
according to Wise) and avoiding mere instrumentalism, from the point of view of moral rights, it is
faced with animals (Regan, 2017, p. 136). He considers animals to be beings with the power of
understanding and intrinsic value and emphasizes that animals are not biological machines (Regan, 2017,
p. 29) and believes that the distinction between moral agents and moral patients leads us to will have

that animals deserve to be treated as an end.
2-3. Contractual Approach

The representative of this view is Rawls. In this case, the State of Nature is drawn that behind the Veil
of Ignorance, the decision makers are rational beings (believing in each other's rights) (Shahbazi, 2011,
pp. 40-41). In other words, in this perspective, morality consists of a set of rules that all parties to a

contract must follow, since animals cannot understand contract; As a result, ethics is not directly
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relevant about them (Regan, 2017, pp. 76-77).
2-4. Emotional Approach

Proponents of this approach, inspired by Schopenhaer, believe that sympathy and emotions prevent
the occurrence of damage (Shahbazi, 2011, p. 42). As a result, they emphasize emotion, maternal

thinking and affection in dealing with animals (Donovan, 1990, p. 361).
2-5. Evil Reduction approach

But a new approach regarding the interaction between humans and animals emphasizes the intersection
of previous approaches in order to reduce evil in the wotld of life, and based on Kant's own moral and
political arguments, he raises moral claims and legal rights of animals (Korsgaard, 2012, p. 6) whose

path passes through Singer, feminist, Reagan and Rawls approaches.
3. Evil Reduction Approach

In order to understand the complexity of the relationship between humans and animals, four issues can
be identified and distinguished in the relationship between humans and animals. These four positions
are susceptible to evil: 1.Animal pain/suffering, 2.Animal love, 3.Animal rights, and 4.Animal

subjectivity.
3-1. Animal Pain/Suffering

The first position: "Can an animal feel pain and suffering similar to a human being? However, the
experience of physical pain is one of the most important issues of our age (Kroll, 1400, p. 27), but we
have no empirical evidence that other humans suffer pain, other than the intersubjectivity of pain claims.
That is, we do similar things when we feel pain, which are very similar to the signs that animals show.
As a result, the answer to our question is "yes”.

A secondary question in the approach of reducing evil: "Did humans commit evil in the relationship
between humans and animals?” Undoubtedly, referring to our lived experiences, we will remember
thousands of examples of pain and suffering that we have caused to animals. Singer (2019, p. 49) writes

in this regard: The path of human progress is paved with dead animals.
3-2. Animal Love

The second position: "Can animals and humans love each other?" Every human who lives with an
animal for a while, he will spontaneously find love between himself and the animal (beating of two
hearts for each other). Thus, the answer is: "Yes, animal-human interaction is full of tender points."

A secondary question in the approach of reducing evil: "In the relationship between humans and
animals, have humans done evil?”” Many times, each of us has experienced that a dog or a cat approaches

a human for love or asking for food, but they have been met with evil (either out of fear or hatred); this
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means we have done evil.
3-3. Animal Rights

The third position: "Can animals have rights in relation to humans?" Referring to phenomenological
experiences, imagine that on a hot summer day, you have abandoned a bird you love too much at home
because of problems; when entering the house, you will notice; The bird swam in the water you prepared
for the animal's food and died due to lack of water. You will probably be very impressed. Maybe you
blame yourself. Did you blame yourself for not being thirsty for the animal? Since the right to life is the
first natural right of any vital evidence, our answer is thus: "Yes, animals include natural rights."
Sub-question in the approach of reducing evil: "Has man caused evil in this interaction by not
respecting the rights of animals?” Again the answer is yes. Regarding evil and not accepting the

possibility of animal rights, we can say, like Arendst, that this evil can grow excessively and cover the
whole world with mud (Styfhals, 1401, p. 238).

3-4. Subijectivity Capability

The fourth position is very abstract: "Are animals similar to humans in terms of subjectivity?”” in this
regard, if we believe in the theory of evolution, the phenomenological imagination tells us that we can
imagine a world where animals through biological evolution, the possibility and to capability find a
subjectivity. As the progress of science was able to evolve imperfect human beings and prepare them
for life and more communication; it can also develop the relationship between humans and animals and
provide an opportunity for subjectivity. As a result, a threshold of animal subjectivity under the

reduction of bitterness and evil is considered in a pragmatic way that don’t let us down from life.
4. Discussion and Conclusion

In general, the issue is about tradition. How ideas are given on loan and how they continue to exist
throughout the ages (Kroll, 1400, p. 252) to achieve human progress. What we called the "reduction of
evil" approach in this research is the belief that we have been thrown into a common world with animals
and we have no choice but to accept a minimum of rights for all forms of life in a humanistic and

modern perspective, let’s live in a way that causes the reduction of evil.
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Moral Consideration

This article has been extracted from the doctoral thesis. In wrting part of the thesis, by consultation
with the supervisor (Morteza Bahrani), the student conducted an interview with Nasereddinali
Taghavian about the subjectivity of animals. From the formulation of Taghavian's ideas in dealing with
animals and the student's idea about "reduction of evil", this article has been written. According to the
supervisor's point of view, this article should be publish with the name of Dr. Taghavian. The

supervisot's view was not accompanied with this part of the thesis.
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