Practical Wisdom as Practical Conduct in the Sublime Wisdom of Mulla
Sandra

Tahereh Kamalizadeh!

Article info Abstract

In his transcendent theosophy, Mulla Sadra practically proved
that reasoning, taste, enlightenment and whatever obtained
through revelation lead to one truth. Based on the principality
of existence and typical unity (vahdate senkhi), Mulla Sadra also
expounded the philosophical discussions and issues as a single
truth.This caused many distinctions and dualities in
transcendent theosiphy terminate unity. As is the case with the
duality of theoretical and practical powers of man, which also
lead to the unity and harmony of powers. And practical wisdom
was revived in transcendent theosophy along with theoretical
wisdom as the levels of single wisdom in combination with
practical and mystical conduct after it had ceased to be in vogue
in the Islamic philosophy with the rise of Avicennan
philosophyphilosophy. The main objective of this research is
to investigate Mulla Sadra's approach to practical theosophy
and its principles and outcomes; has followed a descriptive and
analytical method of research. The findings indicate that in
transcendent theosophy, practical wisdom is presented as a
distinct practical conduct, including the common and
comprehensive philosophical term peripatetic (masha'ie) in
peripatetic theosophy, mysticism and religion, along with
theoretical theosophy as the level of truth of the unit of
wisdom.
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Introduction

In a period when the intellectual sciences were weak and atrophied, Mulla Sadra succeeded in reviving
these sciences through harmonizing them with and the philosophy that was the legacy of the Greeks,
which had been given a new interpretation by the sages of Masha'i and Ishraqi before him, with the
teachings of Islam in its external and internal aspects. He presented the mystical views of Ibn Arabi
with a philosophical tone and in a logical format, and made soul purification a necessary and
complementary condition for the study of wisdom, and finally propounded a systematic and coherent
synthesis of the wisdom of the sages of ancient Greece and Islam in its esoteric interpretation.

This change and development of Sadra's method in his approach to wisdom in both theoretical
and practical aspects has been effective. Thus, the main question of this research is to examine Sadra's

approach to practical wisdom and its principles and results.
The Method of Divine Wisdom

Like Suhrawardi, Mullasadra considers the two bases of intellect and intuition to be essential for
wisdom. As he states in the introduction of the book Asfar, he builds transcendental wisdom on the
basis of debating and taste wisdom. He also emphasizes the companionship of proof and discovery in
divine wisdom.

Therefore, Sadra, like Suhrawardi, invites the seeker of wisdom to scientific and practical
exercises, so that the illumination of the divine lights, the queen of the body, and the promotion to
the kingdom of the sky will be possible and achieved, because the divine sciences are similar to the
holy intellects. Its perception requires complete detachment and tenderness and second nature, as the

first teacher also recommended.
Types of wisdom

According to the sages of the predecessors, wisdom is divided into two types of abstract theoretical

wisdom and practical wisdom since it is the perfection of the human soul in its both aspects .
The union of the two forces of theoretical reason and practical reason

Considering that the two types of practical and theoretical wisdom seek the two directions of the soul
ot the two powers of theoretical reason and practical reason, the relationship between these two types
of wisdom is centered on the perfection of the soul and the quality of the effect of these two powers
on the perfection of the human soul based on the principles of transcendent theodophy is explained
and drawn. Although these two forces are two separate forces in terms of role and function, they do

not function separately from each other in the process of soul perfection, but are in perfect harmony.
Comprehensive practical wisdom of Sharia rites and mystical conduct

The practical wisdom considered by Mulla Sadra is more comprehensive than the practical wisdom



53 Practical Wisdom as Practical Conduct in .../ Tahereh Kamalizadeh

considered by the sages of Masha, worships and religious rituals, and mystical and enlightened behavior.
Therefore, practical wisdom in Sadra's transcendent theosophy best indicates the methodical integration
and development in the meaning of practical wisdom.

According to Mulla Sadra, practical wisdom is not different from theoretical wisdom, and it is
not considered as one of the practical qualities of the soul, but a part of theoretical understanding

that finally leads to an action.
Conclusion

Based on the fundamentals of Mulla Sadra's transcendent theosophy, many distinctions and dualities
lead to unity. Man's actions also lead to the unity, harmony and unification of powers, and human
happiness is also explained and defined in the light of the evolution of both powers. In this way, Mulla
Sadra revived the transcendent theosophy combined it with practical and mystical conduct, while it had
ceased to be in vogue in the system of Islamic philosophy since Ibn Sina

Therefore, the results of the discussion can be summarized in two points:

1. Existential unity of theoretical wisdom and practical wisdom: Theoretical wisdom and
practical wisdom were distinct and separate from each other in the sages of the Salaf (Mashai)
according to the Greek sages. However, in the transcendent theosophy of Sadra as well as in the light
of the existential unity of the two powers of the practical and theoretical intellect of the soul, they
were presented as a unified truth.

2. Transcendent theosophyas practical behavior: In transcendent theosophy, the truth of the
unity of wisdom in both theoretical and practical aspects was gathered with the method of mystical
and illuminative conduct, and it was manifested in the four intellectual journeys. Based on this,
wisdom is considered a method of practical conduct in both theoretical and practical aspects. Thus,

it leads to the existential realization of wisdom in the Sadraei Hekma (theosophy).
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