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Article info Abstract

The extent of moral demands is one of the important
topics in the philosophy of ethics, which was raised in
the late 20th century and followed seriously in moral
philosophy. The issue of moral demand seeks to
determine the limits and boundaries of ethics in human
actions and behavior. Regarding this, there are generally
three ethical approaches: maximalist ethics, moderate
ethics, and minimalist ethics, across three components of
inclusiveness, priority, and intensity, which determine the
type of ethical approach taken by considering the
question whether or not any attention is paid to these
three components in moral evaluation. In this article, by
referring to these three components and using the
descriptive and analytical method of the priority
component, we examine its indicators and the solution
to moral dilemmas and conflicts in Islamic thought,
focusing on the viewpoints of Shia thinkers, especially
Shia jurists.

Keywords: Demands of Morality, Inclusiveness,
Priority, Intensity, Conflict, Shia Thinkers.

1. Ph.D. student of Transcendent Theosophy, Ferdowsi University, Shahid Motahati College, Mashhad, Iran,
h.izanloo@mail.ac.it.

2. Coresponding Authore: Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy, Ferdowsi University, Mashhad, Iran,
masoudi-g@um.ac.ir

3. Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, Imam Khomeini International University (IKIU), Qazvin,
Iran, Qazvin, Iran. Email: shirzad.peik@hum.ikiu.ac.ir



Ethical Reflections, Winter 2023-2024, 4 (4) 110

Introduction

The discussion of the limits of ethics, i.e., the extent to which ethics demands human actions is one of the
most important topics in the philosophy of ethics and the field of applied ethics. The discussion captures
three approaches: maximalist, minimalist, and moderate.

Maximalists claim that we are morally bound to do all we can to promote the common good. Based
on this, ethics should include all aspects of life and all our actions, and the inclusion of ethics is an absolute
matter. They believe that ethics can be very costly for a person in order to promote the general good, and
there is no place for personal interests in choosing and performing ethical actions. The minimalists, unlike
the maximalists, believe that, firstly, all human choices and actions are not subject to moral obligation and
that, secondly, moral obligation applies only to those examples of human actions through which humans
cause intentional harm to other humans or living beings. The moderates have the same beliefs as those of
the minimalists; they also do not extend the scope of moral obligation to all human actions and choices.
However, they seem to be stricter than the minimalists as they believe that the scope of ethics includes
both intentional harms and actions that require non-intentional permission of harm, and the perpetrator
can prevent them from happening and this prevention is not very difficult for him.

In this article, we first explain the three components and the approaches to them and then examine
the views of Muslim thinkers regarding the priority component and the indicators of preferring one moral

act over another in cases where there is a conflict between the two and the cause of the moral dilemma.
1. Components of Moral Demand
1-1. Pervasiveness

The main question of inclusiveness is: How far is the realm of ethics? Does morality evaluate and judge

all human actions and behavior or does it include only some of our behaviors in the scope of judgment?
1-2. Overridingness

The main question of the element of priority is: whether the demands of morality are in conflict with
individual interests such as interest in oneself, family, friends, relatives, etc.; if so, which one should be
prioritized? Should we always consider ethics and not consider our personal interests? Or do individual
interests take priority over moral demands?

1-3. Stringency

The main question of the severity component is: Can moral demands make very difficult and costly demands
on us so that our lives are disrupted? Or are the demands of morality such that we can handle them; in other

words, are the demands of morality easy and do they take into account the ability to perform that act?
2. Muslim thinkers’ Viewpoints on the Component of Priority

In the moral system of Islam, proximity to God is the criterion and standard in moral rules. Muslim
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thinkers have determined indicators and criteria regarding how to distinguish the verb priority and which
verbs are more important with regard to proximity to God, so that moral conflicts and dilemmas can be

resolved or rejected, using those criteria.
2.1. The Stages of Solving Ethical Dilemmas

There is no general rule for solving dilemmas and moral conflicts. Therefore, four steps can be considered

to solve the conflict.
2.2.1. Addition between Two Moral Actions and Removing Conflict

According to the well-known rule " Ll ;s sl Sl Loge moxll" (Inclusion whenever possible is preferable to
rejection), combining the two moral actions that appear to be contradictory in the sense of compliance

can be added and acted on both actions.
2.2.2. Rejection of two moral verbs by means of preferences

The thinkers of the science of principles of jurisprudence have expressed rational and religiously legitimate
(shar't) preferences regarding the conflict and the ways of distinguishing between important and the most

important.
A. Rational Preferences

The following things (as incomplete induction) can be called rational preferences:

1) One of the ways that can help to avoid and resolve moral conflict is to give priority to general moral
principles. 2) Intrinsic values are intellectually superior to instrumental values. 3) Permanent and general
moral actions are prioritized. 4) In judgments between moral actions, the direct and indirect results of the
moral action should be considered; 5) One of the ways to distinguish is to divide the materials and observe
the order between them. 6) One of the two moral acts is agreed upon based on the common sense. 7) The
specific characteristics of each of the two conjugated verbs are taken into consideration. 8) Another
preference is the possibility of giving priority to one of the two contiguous parties, which causes it to be
presented. 9) One of the ways that can help in avoiding conflict is in terms of specific moral and customary

values and characteristics.
B. Islamic Preferences

The following matters can be considered as Shar’i preferences: 1) Matters that are related to preserving
the foundation of religion and Islam come first. 2) The things that are the rights of people take precedence
over the rights of Allah. 3) Matters related to fever and temperature are the priority. 4) The divisions that
exist for verbs such as obligation, honor, respect, disgust, and abhorrence. 5) One of the ways to resolve
conflict is based on the divisions of obligatory verbs, such as absolute and conditional obligatory, objective

and sufficient obligatory, etc.
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2.2.3. Kheir (goodness)

Up to this point, it has been clarified that, regarding moral conflict, the basic rule is to prioritize the most
important or possibly most important requirement over the important requirement. But if there was no
way to prefer the most important and if the two moral imperatives were equal to each other in all aspects,

reason dictates that the subject (agent) is free to choose one between those two actions.
2.2.4. Lottery

One of the cases that can be used to avoid moral conflicts is the famous rule of " i Ll 3 as 20" (lottery
is used when one is faced with a difficult situation in which to make a choice between competing
alternatives). The Islamic law ($haria) has devised the rule of lot for making a choice in difficult matters

where no preferences can be identified. This rule is used if two conjugated verbs are equal in all respects.
3. The Final view

The question that is raised in the component of priority is whether parents, spouses, children and other
personal preferences have priority for the moral actor or they do not have an effect on his behavior?

In response to the question of priority component, it should be said that although family and personal
interests are important for the moral agent, but according to the judgment of reason and the approval of
Sharia, the only criterion for actions is divine proximity, and any action that has more of this criterion is
considered to have priority. It takes precedence over important matters. So, in the example of saving two

people who are drowning, the person who is a doctor and important to society comes first.
Conclusion

As discussed above, the extent of ethical demands is one of the important topics in the field of moral
philosophy, which has three components: inclusion, priotity, and intensity. And there are three maximalist,
moderate, and minimalist approaches to the extent and limits of ethical demands. There are these three
components in the moral and jurisprudential system of Islam, and Islamic thinkers have discussed these
components. In this article, we presented and analyzed the component of priority based on the viewpoint
of Muslim thinkers (mainly Shiite jurists), and we came to the conclusion that the component of
importance is of considerable importance for them in such a way that in preferring the thing that has
ptiority over the other party, to the design. They have tried to incorporate many rules and topics, all of
which have shown the position of priority component in their jurisprudence and moral judgments. As a
prominent example among these rules, they have used the most important rule to solve moral conflicts.
They have considered four stages to solve moral problems: the first stage is to remove the conflicts by
paying attention to the dimensions and characteristics that are hidden in the conflicts and have not been
taken into consideration. In this case, we made a joint ruling between the parties. The second stage was

the elimination of conflicts by means of rational and shar’i preferences, which are determined based on
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the final criterion, which is proximity to God, measured actions, and the priority and preference of each
of the two sides with regard to proximity to God. Although there is no general way to prefer a verb,
according to the rules and regulations that are obtained from rational and narrative evidence, we
mentioned some indicators to present the most important. In the third stage, where no action is preferred
over the other and they have the same conditions for each other, the decision was to make a free choice,
and finally, in the fourth stage, we introduced the rule of lottery, which is one of the important and
effective rules in solving moral conflicts. What was obtained from this analysis and investigation is the
ordetliness and logical course of action for Muslim thinkers in solving moral conflicts according to the

priority component.
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