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Abstract

The Holy Prophet (PBUH) is a role model for all people, at all times
and in all fields. One of the important aspects of the Prophet's life is
the moral character of the Messenger of God (PBUH). Hazrat
Muhammad (PBUH) had a pro-goodness and anti-evilness
personality, and this was reflected in his life and actions. This article
seeks to examine the role of the moral characteristics of the Prophet
(PBUH) in the spread of Islam during the era of the Prophethood,
which can be used as a model in all eras. The findings of the article
indicate that the high moral character of the Prophet (PBUH) is one
of the main fundamental factors in absorption to Islam. The status
and moral position of the Prophet (PBUH) was a precious support
that gave him a lot of power, as manifested in the extent of his
influence on people. This impact was so great that it came to be
known as the second miracle of the Prophet; it appeared among the
converts to Islam in two ways: wholesale conversions to Islam and
enduring the most severe difficulties and hardships imposed on the
new Muslim converts.
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Introduction

Throughout history, different religions, shari'ahs, ideologies and schools of divine or material origin
emerged, each of them having a different fate according to the cultural situation and social conditions,
the teachings of the new religion and the moral characteristics that it brought with it; some of them
were developed in a temporary and intermittent way, and others were widely developed, and still
others did not get the opportunity to thrive at all.

Islam appeared as the last divine law in the Arabian Peninsula. Hazrat Muhammad (pbuh) had a
mission to promote, propagate and explain the new religion. The religion of Islam from the beginning
of its appearance and during the lifetime of the Messenger of God (PBUH), including the period of
his mission in Makkah and Hijrah in Madinah, in spite of numerous social and human difficulties and
bottlenecks, made a lot of progress and always with intensity and weakness, but it had an amazing
growth and development process.

This was despite the fact that in most parts of the peninsula, the dry and decadent Jahili culture
prevailed; its inhabitants had lived and got used to it for many decades and centuries with Jahili ethics
and primitive thoughts; their intellectual and behavioral frameworks were based on this pattern; and
they were blindly prejudiced against the beliefs and customs of their predecessors. Also, there was a
closed social system that made it difficult to make any changes. The smallest change or behavior
contrary to the customs of Jahili was reprehensible and met with resistance and harsh reaction.

In this regard, the question arises as to what factors contributed to the growth and expansion of
the new Madad religion. Undoubtedly, the good character and health of the messenger of the new
religion had a great impact on the advancement of the mission of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

Most of the existing writings are mainly about the qualities and morals of the Prophet (PBUH)
at the individual and social levels. The main question addressed by thius study is as follows: What role
did the moral characteristics of the Prophet (PBUH) play in the acceptance and expansion of Islam
in the Meccan era?

Morals of the Messenger of God (PBUH)

Undoubtedly, one of the outstanding characteristics of the beloved Prophet of Islam (PBUH) was
his high morals, a topic that is clearly attested in the most important and reliable Islamic source, the
Holy Quran. According to what is stated in the Quran, one of the main influencing factors in the
people's tendency towards the Prophet (PBUH) was "good manners". It is stated in Surah Al-Imran:
“O Prophet, you became gentle with them out of the love and mercy of God, and if you were rude
and hard-hearted, they would have dispersed from around you.”

The effect of moral foundations and components in connection with the personality of the
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Prophet (PBUH) in the spread of Islam was so important that prophetic ethics is referred to as "the
second miracle" (Beheshti, 2007, p. 157). Being good and acquiring moral virtues will make a person
superior to others in terms of temperament and soul, and acquiring these virtues is necessary to
achieve happiness.

The Character and Moral Background of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) before His Mission

According to numerous and proven historical narrations, the most important characteristic of Hazrat
Muhammad (PBUH) before the beginning of the era of the Prophethood was his moral excellence,
to the extent that he was famous for it. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) had high acceptance and
credibility among the people of Makkah due to his actions, good behavior, truthfulness in speech and
deeds. Almost all the people and residents of Makkah acknowledged the purity of the Prophet's soul
and actions. The study of his life course from childhood and youth to the years leading to the mission
will clarify this issue.

Because of his trustworthiness and honesty as well as his high intelligence, Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) gained the attention of Meccan merchants and they asked him to engage in business with
their funds (Georgiou, 2014, pp. 33, 37-38).

The second case, which shows the health of the Prophet's (PBUH) personality, is related to the
story of his marriage with Khadijah. It is said that after the first business trip of the Prophet (PBUH)
with Khadija's caravan, her attention was drawn to the Prophet (PBUH) and she decided to marry
the Prophet (PBUH). Thus, she discussed this matter with hr father Khowayld. Another example was
the installation of the Black Stone, which shows another aspect of "honesty, trustworthiness, and
reputation of His Holiness." In his youth, the Prophet (PBUH) took part in the Hilf al-Fudul or the
Young Men's Pledge. A treaty based on the support of the " oppressed" (Yacoubi, 1371, p. 373). A
number of young people from the tribes of Makkah came together and made a covenant with God
that they would help the oppressed and stand in solidarity with the oppressed and not allow anyone

to be oppressed in Mecca.

The Effect of The Moral Character of The Messenger of God (Pbuh) On Absorption to Islam
at The Beginning of The Prophet's Period

First, the closest person to the Prophet (PBUH) was his wife Khadijah, who was so fascinated by the
morals of the Prophet (PBUH) because of her trust in the Prophet (PBUH) that she was the first
person to believe in Islam. After hearing the message and invitation of the Prophet (PBUH), she
immediately confirmed the truth of his mission without hesitation.

Abu Talib, the uncle of the Prophet (PBUH), was another example of people close to the Prophet
who fully supported and defended him, despite the fact that he was the elder of Quraysh and the
elderly of the people, and he was also the guardian of the Prophet (PBUH) for a while. Prophet
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Muhammad (PBUH) did it. He had inviolable trust in the Prophet (PBUH) and had great respect for
him as long as he was alive (Armstrong, 1383, p. 134).

The Effect of The Moral Characteristics of The Messenger of God (Pbuh) On Accepting
Islam and Resisting the Opposition

The role of the moral characteristics of the Prophet (PBUH) in the next stage of invitation was also
a determinant factor in the gradual adherence of other people to him. Undoubtedly, one of the main
factors is related to the moral and personal background of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). The trust
in the Prophet and the assurance that he does not intend to be adventurous and deceiving the public
played an important role in accepting the religion of Islam.

It was not easy to change the ritual and stand up against the rituals and social-tribal construction
of the age of ignorance in that dry and immoral society. This change came true at the price of rejection,
imposition of all kinds of restrictions, deprivations and finally loss of life and property. The Holy
Prophet's companions resisted in very painful and exhausting conditions, lovingly being at the service
of Muhammad (PBUH) and his mission.

Polytheists’ Acknowledge of the Moral Virtues of the Prophet (PBUH)

The moral character of the Prophet (PBUH) was an issue that the polytheists and the sworn enemies
of the Prophet could not hide, and they acknowledged it secretly and openly and in their private
circles. The Prophet (PBUH) was never accused by polytheists of untruthfulness and bad moral
background during his mission. On the contrary, some polytheist elders believed in his truthfulness.

Conclusion

A great and pleasant personality is a valuable asset that has a tremendous impact on the direction of
human and social relations. Undoubtedly, the Islamic prophet Muhammad (PBUH) had such a moral
character that even his first opponents and advanced non-Muslim researchers acknowledged his
moral excellence. Throughout the life of the Prophet (PBUH), from the time before the Prophet's
mission to the age of Da'wa and Hijrah, his good nature is visible across all stages in the personal and
social spheres. All the people who were in contact with the Prophet (PBUH), from the closest people
to the people who met him for the first time, were fascinated by the mannerisms and morals of the
Prophet (PBUH). The totality of the noble and moderate moral qualities of the Prophet gave him
power and influence and made Muhammad (PBUH) a loving, attractive, trustworthy and respectable
person even for his opponents.

The moral characteristics of the Prophet (PBUH) played a significant role in the acceptance of
Islam and absorption towards it. Considering that the Jahili society was devoid of true moral values

and moralities as the missing link of that age, the pure morality of the Messenger of God (PBUH)
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caused many people to be on the path of Islam by trusting him. One of the main reasons for neo-
Muslims to turn to Islam is faith and trust in the honesty and purity of a person who claimed to be a
prophet. This issue showed its effect on full obedience to the Prophet (PBUH), special support for
him and forbearance of all kinds of hardships and difficulties.

Many historical events show that the influence of the moral characteristics of the Prophet
(PBUH) in the spread of Islam is very remarkable, and in all eras, it is possible to take steps in the
direction of the spread of Islam by taking advantage of good people. Muslims should always try to
keep the great people of the Prophet at the top of their list, so that by spreading these virtues, the

ground for attracting others to Islam is provided.
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