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Article info Abstract

The goodness and badness inherent in divine rationality is a
common theoretical and theological topic originating in
philosophical texts of Socrates. This trend follows two
points: 1) There are fixed moral rules in this world and God
orders people to follow them; 2) There are no moral rules
and God's commands and prohibitions make things good or
bad. From the first standpoint, the goodness and badness of
an action lies in the action itself and there is no need for
God's command. However, the second view is that God
determines the goodness and badness of an action, meaning
whatever he commands is good and whatever he forbids is
bad. There is a close relationship between the acceptance of
each of the two views with the presence of moral
propositions in the Quran. By accepting the first viewpoint,
the purpose of the moral propositions of the Quran is first
and foremost moral education and motivation, but
according to the second standpoint, the goal of the Quran is
knowledge-giving in the first stage, whereas moral and
motivational upbringings are in the second stage. In this
papet, this topic is investigated, and the results indicate that
although the Holy Quran has not directly mentioned the
inherent goodness and badness, many verses refer to
inherent goodness and badness, and the moral propositions
of the Quran are primarily aimed at moral motivation, not
moral knowledge giving.
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Introduction

There is a difference of opinion among Muslim thinkers concerning the question whether goodness
and badness are intrinsic to an action or not. The first group believes that goodness and badness lie in
the essence of the action and that the reason understands the goodness and badness of some actions
independent of sharia. This theotry is known as "inherent rational goodness and badness". On the other
hand, there are some who deny that goodness and badness are inherent in the action and believe that
goodness and badness are not hidden in the nature of the action and that they originate from God. This
category is in turn divided into two groups: one believes that God's will or aversion toward an action is
the determinant of goodness and badness. This standpoint is known as the "theory of divine goodness
and badness", which the Ash atites believe in, but another group does not consider divine will or
aversion to be involved in the goodness and badness of an action, but rather consider "proximity to
God" as a determinant of goodness and badness. This group is known as "ethical proximists". This type
of discussion is reflected in some verses of the Qur'an, in that if goodness and badness are proved by
reason, the moral propositions of the Qur'an will not be knowledge-giving but will be motivating;
however, if we consider goodness and badness as shari'a, these propositions will be knowledge-giving.
This article seeks to examine the following question: what are the moral propositions of the Qur'an

really like: Knowledge-giving or motivating?

Qut'an and Moral knowledge

Although the Holy Qut'an does not directly refer to this type of theoretical discussion, it is implied in
many verses with the following topics: lack of futility of creation (Momenun, 115; Qiyamat, 36; p. 27);
the need to stay away from fahisha (A'raf, 28) and avoid obscenities (An'am, 151; A'raf, 33, 157; Nahl,
90); reward of good deeds for those who do good deeds (Al-Rahman, 60); the difference between the
believer and the nonbeliever in the Day of Judgment (Jathiyyah, 21; Qalam, 35); blaming the people of
Hell for lack of wisdom (Baqarah, 44, Malik, 10); God's non-oppression toward servants (Al-Imran,
182; Anfal, 51; Al-Hajj, 10; Faslat, 46; Q, 29), as well as other verses indicating the independent
understanding of reason about the goodness and badness inherent in some actions. Verses like these,
which are not few in the Qur'an, are proof of goodness and badness inherent in reason, and there is no

other justification for such verses.

Research Background

Researchers in the field of ethics have examined and explained the effects and consequences of both
opinions in moral issues. Although the available sources, including books, theses and articles, have not
directly addressed the topic of this article, they have spoken about the importance of moral motivation

and its effect implicitly by proving the intrinsic and rational goodness and badness of actions from
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different dimensions. However, there is lack of independent authorship regarding the mentioned topic
and title. Therefore, it seems necessary to deal with the issue of goodness and badness from the

mentioned viewpoint.

Research method

By adopting a descriptive and analytical method and re-reading the verses of the Qur'an, the present
article proves that the Holy Qur'an confirms the goodness and badness inherent in reason because the
characteristics of the words and propositions of the Holy Qur'an itself, as well as the language of verses,
expression and warning methods of the Qut'an show that this holy book seeks motivation in its moral
propositions, not knowledge-giving. This article will categorize and analyze the verses of the Qur'an
regarding reason, conscience, and fi#ra to answer the following question: Are the moral propositions of

the Qur'an aimed at imparting moral knowledge or motivation?

Conclusion

Cultivating virtue and avoiding vice is a natural thing that has been deposited in the existence of all
humans since the beginning of creation. Nevertheless, growing a sense of virtue will not be efficient
without cultivating moral reasoning. The moral propositions of the Qut'an are of the same category of
fostering moral reasoning because God has provided man with the means to know good and bad
morals, and, on the other hand, equipping man with the power of reason and will is indicative of the
motivation of man to move on the path of upbringing. Therefore, at least in the section of moral
statements, the Holy Qur'an does not seek to teach people, and it has more of a reminder aspect, and,
for this purpose, it pursues help from common human tools such as intellect and will, conscience, and
fitra. Besides, the great emphasis of the Qur'an, encouragement and incitement to intellect and thinking
and presenting different moral concepts in various non-encyclopedic formats reveal stimulation of
emotions and feelings, especially in moral propositions with ethical motivation, rather than imparting

knowledge and moral education.
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