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Abstract

Ethics is one of the concepts that thinkers across various fields have
been discussing for centuries. Levinas, as a phenomenological
philosopher, and Lacan, as a psychoanalyst, have drawn upon
different propositions from theoretical and non-theoretical sciences
to articulate their teachings and define the concept of ethics. The
story of the postman serves as a representation of the conflict
between love and duty. This research, relying on the teachings of
Levinas and Lacan about ethics, employs a qualitative analysis
method and is grounded in library studies. It aims first to explain the
position of ethics according to these two thinkers and then to analyze
the actions of the characters in the story of the postman based on
Levinas’ and Lacan’s critical perspectives on ethics. The results of the
research indicate that the most important component of ethics,
according to Levinas, is its heteronomy, while for Lacan, it is its
autonomy. Based on these frameworks, characters like Ali and Chista
are regarded as unethical subjects from Levinas’ perspective but
cthical subjects from Lacan’s viewpoint due to their transgression of
The Other’s desire. Conversely, characters like Haji and Haj Akbar
are viewed as ethical subjects by Levinas but unethical by Lacan due
to their strict adherence to duty.
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Introduction
Ethics has been a fundamental concept discussed by thinkers across diverse fields for centuries.
Levinas, as a phenomenological philosopher, and Lacan, as a psychoanalyst, have both employed
theoretical and non-theoretical propositions to articulate their respective understandings of ethics.
Jacques Lacan, a French Neo-Freudian psychoanalyst, approached ethics through a psychoanalytic
lens, employing philosophical terms such as "Other/othet" and engaging with the ideas of Kant and
Sade to explore the concept of ethics. For Lacan, ethics operates not at the level of conscious
deliberation but within the domain of the unconscious.

Emmanuel Levinas, a prominent philosopher, also contributed significantly to the discourse on
ethics. He sought to move beyond the modern conception of ethics as merely descriptive and
redefined it in a postmodern framework, emphasizing the relationship between the subject and the

Other. For Levinas, ethics is fundamentally prescriptive and oriented toward the Other.

The Components of Ethics According to Levinas

Levinas delineates ethics through eight key components:

1. Distinction between ethics and metaphysics.

2. Detachment from prescriptive ethics and alignment with descriptive ethics.

3. Avoidance of ego-centered ethics and commitment to ethics rooted in otherness.

4. Inevitability and asymmetry as inseparable dimensions of ethics oriented toward the Other.

5. Attribution of autonomy ethics to the realm of need and heteronomy ethics to the realm of
desire.

6. The subject's responsibility from the perspective of the Other’s ethical standpoint.

7. Differentiation between the idea of infinity and the idea of totality, and their relationship with
the separation of the subject from an ethical standpoint.

8. Langue/Parole as a domain where the ethical imperative can be fulfilled or violated.

The Components of Ethics According to Lacan
1. Lacan’s framework for ethics revolves around four components:
2. The definition of ethics from a psychoanalytic perspective.
3. Psychoanalytic ethics in comparison with prescriptive ethics.
4. 'The relationship between ethical law, pleasure, and the Other.
5

Reading Kant with Sade to redefine ethics.

Conclusion

The story of "The Postman" features four central characters—Chista, Ali, Haji, and Haj Akbar—
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whose actions are analyzed in this research through the ethical frameworks proposed by Levinas and
Lacan.

Chista and Alj, as hysterical subjects intending to marry, replace dissatisfaction with the symptom
of hysteria. For Haji and Haj Akbar, satisfaction derives from their role as objects for the desire of
the Other, manifested through alienation and distancing the subject from Lacan’s Objet Petit a.

According to Levinas, the importance of the Other’s life supersedes one’s own, emphasizing the
Other’s "face" over the ego’s face. Levinas’ conception of the face of the Other aligns with Lacan’s
notion of the imaginary image or gestalt of the little other. However, from Levinas’ perspective, the
face of the Other cannot be reduced to a perceptive or cognitive object, as exemplified in Chista and
Ali’s encounters, which rely heavily on perception and knowledge.

The findings of this research indicate that for Levinas, the defining component of ethics is
heteronomy, whereas for Lacan, it is autonomy. Consequently, characters like Ali and Chista, who
transgress the desire of the Other, are deemed unethical by Levinas but ethical by Lacan. Conversely,
characters such as Haji and Haj Akbar, who exhibit strict adherence to duty, are considered ethical

by Levinas but unethical by Lacan.
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2. Trauma
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