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Abstract

The central core and goal of Gadamer's hermeneutics is
philosophical reflection on the nature of understanding and
explaining how to achieve it. Given the understanding that
historicity, linguisticality and playfulness are its indicators and that it
is revealed in the context of human existence (tradition, history,
culture), this article focuses on the determining factors mentioned
by Gadamer, aiming to examine Gadamer's philosophical
hermeneutics in the mirror of deontological ethics and
consequentialism, and in the context of this review, to verify the
divergence of deontological ethics and the convergence of
consequentialism with Gadamer's hermeneutic approach. From the
perspective of Gadamer's philosophy, every action (ethical-political)
occurs in a hermeneutic situation. This means that ethical knowledge
is consistent with Gadamer's philosophical hermeneutics, which, in
opposition to absolutism, includes the existential and historical
essence of the agent. In this way, consequentialist ethical knowledge
is the knowledge that provides the possibility of this ethical action
for the agent and on the opposite point, deontological ethical
knowledge based on absolutism will deny this possibility and reduce
ethical action to the level of mere reproductive action.

Keywords: Understanding, Absolutism, Flexible Rule-Governed,
Consequentialism, Deontology.

1. M.A in philosophy, Imam Khomeini International University, Qazvin, Iran, farzingoldoz@edu.ikiu.ac ir.
2. Corresponding author, Associate professor, Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Humanities, Imam Khomeini

International University, Qazvin, Iran, raayatjahromi @ hum.ikiu.ac.ir



Ethical Reflections, Autumn 2024, 5(3) 8

Introduction

Like Heidegger, Gadamer based his hermeneutics on an ontological framework and distanced himself
from methodological hermeneutics. By explaining the problem of understanding, he expresses the
fact that, in addition to being a way of knowing, understanding is also a way of existence. Gadamer
considered epistemology as a function of ontology. From this point of view, Gadamer's goal is to
restore the position of understanding as a determining factor of human existence. For Gadamer,
knowledge is a form of existence. (Grondin, 1994, p.114). According to Gadamer, understanding is
always changing. Emphasizing the fluidity of understanding shows that from the point of view of
Gadamer's philosophical hermeneutics, the process of understanding cannot be limited to final and
definitive understanding. Based on this, Gadamer's hermeneutic approach is a pluralist approach. On
the opposite point, the absolutist hermeneutic approach in the form of objectivism reproduces the
meaning in a fixed and meta-historical framework in a technical and methodical way. Gadamer puts
pluralist hermeneutics as an existential and human approach against absolutist hermeneutics.
According to the hermeneutic position of the interpreter, the questions will find a new nature.
Gadamer's dialectical hermeneutics provides the ground for pluralism. Ethical approaches are also
distinguished from each other based on the duality of absolutism and pluralism. In this article, we
examine deontology as an absolutist approach and consequentialism as a pluralistic approach that
focuses on multiple desirable outcomes in order to find out the relationship of each with the event
of understanding and Gadamet's hermeneutic approach. The main components of the understanding
process are prejudice, tradition, history, hermeneutic position, dialectical logic, and the concept of
play. By examining these characteristics and components of understanding, we intend to verify the
compatibility or non-compliance of Gadamet's hermeneutic approach with ethical approaches
(deontology - consequentialism). Is philosophical hermeneutics compatible with ethical approaches
or not? Based on the foundations and components of which ethical approach can we talk about
convergence and divergence? What is desired is to check the spirit of absolutism and relativism in the

field of ethics and hermeneutics in terms of methodology.

Examining the Relationship Between Gadamer's Philosophical Hermeneutics and
Deontological Ethics

Gadamert's hermeneutic approach is against absolutism. Neither the interpretet's nor the authot's
mentality is the final authority of interpretation. Paying attention to concepts such as prejudices, the
hermenecutic position and the horizon of the interpreter, the fusion of horizons and the emphasis on
understanding as a historical, linguistic and playful category are in opposition to absolutism. From

this point of view, deontological ethics is incompatible with philosophical hermeneutics. In
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deontological ethics, based on absolute rules (law of ethics), the moral matter finds a fixed and unique
nature. In deontological ethics, the absolute gives authority to the moral rule. Gadamer emphasizes
the plurality of understanding. According to him, moral foundations cannot be based on the
immutable human nature (Dostal, 2002, p.82). In deontological ethics, the subject is completely
subject to the rules. This principle is opposed to Gadamet's play. In the process of the play, the
subject is not completely dependent on the rules; that is why his prejudices become important.
Different situations create different understandings. As a result, deontological ethics is incompatible
with Gadamer's philosophical hermeneutics based on absolutism, rule-governed principle of
generalizability and foundationalism.  Of course, this is not an absolute incompatibility because

tradition and regularity in philosophical hermeneutics are compatible with ethical absolutism .

Examining the relationship between Gadamer's philosophical hermeneutics and
consequentialism

The consequentialist approach leads to pluralism both in the fields of ethics and politics. According
to this, the moral matter is neither absolute nor a priori. The absolute method and rule have no place
in consequentialist ethics and Gadamer's philosophical hermeneutics. Understanding is an event. For
this reason, the process of understanding, like the consequentialist ethical process, is unpredictable.
Being influenced by prejudices, tradition, culture and politics shapes the position of the subject. The
subject position is derived from these contexts. Contextualism in Gadamer's philosophical
hermencutics makes the plurality of understanding and in consequentialist ethics the plurality of
ethical actions defensible. The processes of consequentialism and philosophical hermeneutics are
dynamic and flexible. Because every knowledge arises in connection with human existence, the
dynamism of understanding is rooted in prejudices. The two indicators of expediency and
contextualism give a special place to the subject. Relativism is a common feature of both approaches.
Contextualismand flexible rule-governedness are the characteristics that bring consequentialist ethics

closer to Gadamer's philosophical hermeneutics.

Conclusion

The relationship of each approach with Gadamer's philosophical hermeneutics is revealed based on
its compliance or non-compliance with pluralism. If we consider the criterion of pluralism, then
deontological ethics as a non-pluralistic ethical approach is incompatible with Gadamert's hermeneutic
approach, and consequentialist ethics as a pluralistic ethical approach is compatible with Gadamer's
hermeneutic approach. Deontological ethics is fundamentalist and absolutist. Deontological ethics

does not correspond to Gadamer's definition of ethical knowledge. Gadamer considers ethical
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knowledge to be the ability to adopt appropriate and desirable actions in certain situations. By
emphasizing concepts and components such as prejudice, hermeneutic position, play, application,
horizon, pivotal position, pivotal interpreter, and the fluidity of the understanding process, and
considering the lack of flexibility, methodicity, and principle of generalizability in deontological
approach. It contrasts with Gadamer's hermeneutic approach. But in the case of consequentialist
ethics, this conflict is replaced by compromise and convergence. The characteristics of
consequentialist ethics, such as rule avoidance, expediency, pivotal position, dynamism, contextuality
(history, culture) and emphasis on the position of the actor, are aligned with Gadamer's philosophical
hermeneutic components. From the perspective of Gadamer's philosophical hermeneutics,
consequentialism is defensible, but not deontology. Deontological ethics can be reconciled with
philosophical hermeneutics in the following seven cases: a) paying attention to the understanding
with the inherent description of the action, b) the eventful aspect of understanding with the subject's
compliance with prior requirements, c) prejudices of the commentator in the play of understanding
with the prior rules of ethics, d) the basis of nature (understanding) in philosophical hermeneutics
and the unimportance of the result in deontological ethics, €¢) emphasis on the whole, as a generator
of understanding and in the form of a general moral rule, f) the centrality of dialogue in the fusion of
horizons and the ethical commonwealth, and g) adaptability of authority of tradition according to

Gadamer with absolute ethical principles.
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