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Article info Abstract

Flaunting is an attribute that, despite its negative load in Persian
literature, is sometimes condemned and sometimes praised in
Islamic sources. This incident has created some ambiguity in its
valuation. It seems that this ambiguity is caused by the
distinction that Islamic law (shari‘a) makes between the types
of flaunting. Therefore, in this research, by examining this
hypothesis, an attempt has been made to examine flaunting in
Islamic sources, its types and their valuation under different
circumstances. To this end, after discussing the concept of
flaunting and the concepts close to it in Islamic sources, the
author classified flaunting into 5 categories based on the
individual’s intention: hypocritical, fame-seeking, superiority-
secking, identity-seeking, and missionary; the values of these
types were determined based on the Quranic verses and
hadiths. In this way, it should be said that flaunting by itself and
by its nature has no value, and what gives it value is an attribute
that is given to it according to the intention of the agent. Finally,
in this article, the common examples of flaunting across the five
mentioned categories were extracted and the value of each was
expressed according to the intention of the agent. According to
the obtained results, it seems that all kinds of reprehensible
flaunting ultimately lead to supremacy.
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Introduction

Flaunting is as old as the history of humanity. In contemporary times, with the emergence of social
networks, especially those that are based on images, such as Instagram, Tik Tok, etc., "flaunting" has
found newer manifestations and is somehow being institutionalized in modern lifestyle. Social media
has provided a publicity machine with an accessibility and power that used to be available only to the
truly famous, but now celebrity status has become universal. At one time, everyone was broadcasting
their lives to the whole world and measuring their worth based on social reflections. Something that
was only possible for celebrities before.

The word "flaunting" has a negative connotation in society and generally indicates a kind of
arrogance and self-conceit. But perhaps it is not "bad” in all cases.

In Islam, pretending to have some good behavior is also emphasized. For example, expressing
God’s blessings (wealth) upon one is praiseworthy and pretending to be poor is reprehensible. A brief
look at the collection of religious and Islamic commands and sayings leads us to the conclusion that
it is not the case that all self-showing is hypocrisy and causes God’s servant to be distanced from his
Lotd; rather, "flaunting”, like many other moral concepts, has its own balance to some extent in the
religious literature.

Therefore, the main question of this article is, "What is the borderline between praiseworthy and

reprehensible flaunting?" And based on this, what are its types?

Types of flaunting

Basically, when it comes to "flaunting", an image of doing the act is formed in the audience's mind,
which is based on the person's effort to display and show their perfections such as beauty, talents and
abilities in front of others. We generally use this combination of words for a behavior that a person,
by performing it, somehow tries to win the admiration of others.

Based on the definition and the explanations provided, flaunting is an attribute that can appear
with different intentions and based on that, there are different types of it. Although it sometimes has
a lot in common with other types in the meaning and concept and in the examples of some types of
self-showing, we can find differences in it. Because these differences are of concern to sharia and
custom, it is meaningful to separate this category from the previous category. And it will be justified.

On this basis, flaunt is divided into the following five categories:

1. Hypocritical display
According to the reviewed verses and hadiths, if hypocritical flaunt is defines as " displaying one's
actions with the intention of drawing attention and admiration from others", then any form and type

of act that is consistent with this definition is considered a reprehensible act.
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2. Pretentious flaunt

What is actually reprehensible is not the fame itself but the attribute behind wanting and loving fame.
This concept may be hypocrisy, wonder, arrogance and other concepts close to it. But if seeking fame
(and not fame itself) is for a purpose other than the above and in a direction that is in accordance

with God's will, it is not only not reprehensible, but praiseworthy.

3. Showing superiority

Superiority and arrogance, especially before God, His saints and believers, are condemned in various
verses and hadiths. However, arrogance is both allowed and forbidden in a few cases. Arrogance in
front of tyrants and oppressors, infidels and heretics is a desirable action, and humility in front of
them is strongly abhorred. Showing pride on the battlefield with the enemy is permissible and

desirable. Therefore, it is permissible to wear clothes of pride, such as silk and silk, in war.

4. Self-identification
According to what is mentioned in the verses and hadiths, it seems that in identity-seeking self-
expression, if the identity that a person is trying to acquire is a real identity and appropriate to his

dignity, this type of self-expression is generally permissible and even recognized.

5. Propaganda

Practical preaching or setting an example or flaunting as a missionary is accepted in Islam. The
commendable or reprehensible nature of the advertisement depends on its subject, so that if the
subject of the advertisement is something pleasing, the advertisement itself is also commendable and
sometimes even obligatory (enjoining the good and forbidding the evil) and vice versa if the subject
of the advertisement is something distasteful, it will carry the title of obscene and reprehensible

dissemination.

Conclusion

Based on the verses and hadiths, the types of self-showing were placed across 5 main categories, each
of which was examined separately and valued from the perspective of the verses and hadiths.
According to the obtained results, it seems that all kinds of reprehensible displays ultimately go back
to supremacy. So that someone who secks hypocrisy or fame or other reprehensible notions is
involved in the act of flaunting; in a way, he seeks to raise his dignity and position in the eyes of
others, which is considered reprehensible according to the verses and traditions, if it is the goal of a
person's action independently. On the other hand, wherever flaunting is in line with self-respect,
respect for religion, or promoting religion and guiding people, it is praised and approved by these

sources.
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