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Abstract

Analyzing the meaning and origin of the oughts of practical reason
is one of the key topics in understanding and analyzing human
action, as well as in meta-ethical topics. Allameh Tabataba'i
considers these necessities to be contingent perceptions that are an
intermediary between man and his will or decision. Some
philosophers such as Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi and Ayatollah Amoli
Larijani have criticized this view. In this article, we intend to first
show that such contingent perceptions exist and that not all
practical reason’s oughts can be explained with [metaphysical]
relative necessity. Secondly, if Allameh's claim is presented in a
partial way, the criticisms raised will be removed. Thirdly, it is
possible to present a new explanation of the formation of these
contingent perceptions, which makes both its semantics and the
way it affects the human will more obvious.
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Introduction
Allameh Tabatabai's contingent theory is one of the important bases that transforms our understanding
of human perceptions and actions and as a result can influence the methodology of human sciences
(Hosni & Mousavi, 1398, p. 179). Also, according to Motahari, the lack of separation between real and
contingent entities is one of the factors that causes errors in epistemology and ontology. (Tabatabai,
1333, p. 144) Hence, further analysis of this theory will bring us closer to the ideal human sciences.
There have been in-depth discussions about this theory since it was first proposed. In particular,
these debates about the meaning and contents of practical reason and moral necessities are more
prominent. Great Scholars such as Shahid Motahari, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi
and Ayatollah Amoli Larijani have examined and criticized this claim from various aspects. In this
article, a new point of view is presented, along with a brief description of Allameh's point of view and

an examination of the most important criticisms.

A Summary of Allameh's Claims

Allameh mentioned the main principles of his theory in two of his treatises, as well as in the second
volume of the book Osool-e Falsafeh va Ravish-e Realism (The principles of philosophy and the
methodology of realism). Also, he has useful hints about this in his other works such as Tafsir al-Mizan.
(Tabatabai, 1417 AH, Vol. 2, pp. 114 - 115) In short, the main components of his theory can be stated
as follows:

Beings like humans who act based on knowledge and will have a series of true and necessary
knowledge (For example: I know that the air is cold and the cold air causes colds, etc.). But this true
knowledge is not enough for the realization of action in these beings, because it does not necessitate
realization of the action for me. It is necessary to add another type of perception, which we call unreal
and unnecessary perception (for example: I must wear a jacket) to become the source of human will
and action.

Unlike the first type of perception, these unreal perceptions do not indicate the reality of their
contents, but are of the type of contingent perception. Establishing is the work of human Estimative
Power, which gives the limit or ruling of something to something else (For example: When I say Ali is
a lion, I assume or claim by using my imagination that Ali has the characteristics of a lion, while I know
that this is not the case.)

The first and most basic contingent perception of human, which becomes the source of his
subsequent actions, is the establishing of necessity. We first understand the real needs in the stage of
real perceptions (For example, I understand the necessary relationship between myself and myself or

the necessary relationship between myself and my sensual powers). On the other hand, after acquiring
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some sensual experiences (such as the experience of satiety and hunger), I set something as my desired
goal (for example, the feeling of satiety). But when we examine the relationship between ourselves and
our desired goal, we see that the relationship is of a possible type (That is, I can reach satiety and 1
cannot). Here, a person puts a relationship of contingent necessity between himself and that desirable
situation and says I must be satiated. This credit understanding becomes the source of human will and
voluntary action. Every volitional action is preceded by such contingent necessity (see Tabatabai, 1428

AH, pp. 340-348; idem, 1333, vol. 2, pp. 157-203).

A Milder Claim

If the above hypothesis is presented as a general cause, some future criticisms will come to it, but it
seems that this hypothesis can be expressed in a more moderate form that can answer the criticisms
and at the same time can make human behavior more obvious. In this milder claim, we believe that:
contingent perceptions and especially contingent necessity play an important role in shaping and
regulating human will and are in a way a mediator between real perceptions and human will, but this
mediation is not always necessary, and it is also possible to realize the will due to the presence of vision
and appropriate tendencies.
Although there are relative necessities, it is not possible to reduce all the practical reason’s oughts
to these kinds of necessities
Responding to Contingent Necessity Criticisms
Problem 1: Infinite Series of Establishing Necessity
If we say that every volitional act is dependent on necessity establishing, then this problem arises that
the necessity establishing itself is an act and therefore, according to the general rule, the necessity
establishing itself is dependent on establishing necessity for the necessity establishing. This sequence
always continues and as a result, no will will ever be issued from the soul! (Amoli Larijani, 1394, vol. 5,
p. 87; Madrasi, 1371, p. 280). It is clear that this problem does not apply to the minimal claim. It can be

said that internal acts or unconscious acts are not subject to this rule.

Problem 2: Ineffectiveness of counterfactual assumption
When my relation to my act is of a possible relation, what effect will it have on my will if I suppose this
relation to be necessary? How can an untrue assumption be the basis of our behavior? (Amoli Larijani,
1394, vol.5, p.87).

The answer to these problems depends on a more accurate understanding of the necessity
establishing process, which will be discussed in the second half of the article.

Problem 3: Reprimanding sinners becomes meaningless

Another problem is that when a person's mind tells him that he should do something, naturally,
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that person cannot be blamed for following the dictates of his mind. Now, if we say that all the voluntary
actions of a human being are based on the judgment of necessity by practical reason, then it is necessary
that no action of any human being can be blamed or reprimanded, even in the case of sinful actions
(Amoli Larijani, 1394, vol.5, p.8).

This problem is also present if Allameh's claim is presented in a general proposition; but if we are
satisfied with the milder claim, we can answer the problem. One way out of the problem is that the
prerequisites for the self to reach the stage of establishing necessity should be investigated. In other
words, the necessity establishing itself, although it is a internal act, is no longer subject to the previous

necessity establishing and therefore can be impeached.

Criticism of Reducing Practical Reason Necessities to Real Necessities

Some thinkers believe that the "must" that a person finds in his soul is not a contingent necessity, but
a real one, which refers to the necessary relationship between the action and its goal. For example, when
I say "I must exercise to stay healthy", I am actually referring to the fact that there is a necessary
relationship between health and exercise, and health cannot be achieved without exercise (Mesbah
Yazdi, 1384, p. 332).

In examining this statement, it should be said that the claim that we perceive a real necessity
between the action and its goal is correct, but it is not correct to say that apart from this necessity, there
is no other necessity in the perceptions of practical reason. Reducing all necessities of practical reason
to the metaphysical relative necessities causes problems:

In the end, our goals reach an ultimate goal that all work is done to achieve. That final goal is
something like perfection, pleasure, happiness, etc. We all understand that "we must reach that ultimate
end (happiness)". Here it can no longer be said that this must be due to the necessary connection
between happiness and something else, because the assumption is that happiness itself is my ultimate
end and I do not want it for something else. (Ameli Larijani, 13806, p. 215; Javadi, 1375, p. 72)

Consider the following two sentences: (1)"To get healthy, I have to exetcise." (2)"] have to exercise
because it is necessary to exercise to be healthy." In the first sentence, you can replace the relationship
between two unpleasant things and say, for example: "I have to eat fatty food to get sick", but this
replacement is not correct in the second sentence. You cannot say: "I have to eat fatty food because it
is necessary to eat fatty food to get sick"! It turns out that the second sentence must be related to the
pleasant relationship that exists between me and that act, as opposed to the relative necessity, which

merely expresses an external relationship, whether it is pleasant to me or not.

A New Analysis of the Meaning and Origin of Practical Reason Necessities

From the previous discussions, it became clear that the needs of practical reason cannot be considered



121 A New Analysis of the Meaning and Origin of the 'Oughts' .../ Hamed Sajedi

as the type of real necessities, and it is in a way dependent on the kind of establishing. But in order to
understand in what sense these necessities are contingent, it is necessary to reflect more closely on the
stages of emergence of this concept within the soul.

First Stage: Contingent Demarcation Between Pleasant and Unpleasant Situations

One of the things that the soul does is to convert graded concepts into non- graded ones. For example,
if we arrange the colors from black to white in a spectrum, there is no real border between dark colors
and light colors, but the human mind can put a contingent border between these colors in order to
organize its concepts and say that this border determines what color is dark and what color is light. In
the same way, when we measure different situations with our mood, we can rank these situations from
very pleasant to very unpleasant, but there is no clear boundary that really distinguishes pleasant things
from unpleasant things, because like colors, here too, we are facing a continuous spectrum. Here, in
order to be faced with a regular division in the decision-making position, a person places a contingent
border in the middle of this spectrum. From now on, we can decide what is above this limit is considered
pleasant (ignoring the little unpleasantness that is in them) and what is below it is considered unpleasant
(ignoring the little pleasantness that is in them).

This "seeing something as something" is a kind of inner intuition regarding one's own inner states,
it is not just an assumption and imagination, but it is seeing the inner reality in a special way, which
gradually and naturally influences "what we look at" itself. Also, this inner intuition is not contrary to
reality, but it is a channel of looking at reality and ignoring details as Intuition.

The Second Stage: Development In the Definition of Necessity Due To Formal Similarity
Now the question is: how does this discrete view of pleasures lead to the understanding of necessity?
The answer is that the necessity that is used is in the field of desirables, although it is derived from the
concept of necessity that is used in metaphysic, but it is not the same.

When something is metaphysically necessary, its characteristic is that it is present in all
understandable and possible assumptions. There is no possible assumption that does not contain that
necessary thing. This feature exists in all types of metaphysical necessities. For example, when A and B
have a relative necessity, it means that there is no possible assumption that A is in it, but B is not in it.

In the same way, after the contingent demarcation between pleasant and unpleasant states is made,
if there is something that exists in all pleasant states, it is similar to the above situation, that is, there is
no favorable assumption that that thing is not in it. Therefore, when I walk in the field of my desires, I
see that some things have the same status as the necessary things in the field of reason, that is, they exist
in all considered assumptions.

On the other hand, when something is metaphysically necessary, it means that its absence is

impossible, and the human mind cannot accept its absence. In the same way, when something is present
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in all favorable conditions, it means that human soul cannot accept its absence. That the mind and
human wisdom does not accept a thing means not acknowledging and admitting and not being satisfied
with the existence of something, and that the soul does not accept a thing means not being satisfied
with the existence of something. Therefore, the human soul has the same attitude towards "things that
exist in all pleasant assumptions" as the human wisdom or intellect has toward "things that exist in all
possible assumptions".

Due to the fact that these two situations are formally completely similar, man uses the same word
that he uses for metaphysical necessity, to express psychological necessity. So, metaphysical necessity
and psychological necessity are homonyms, but in terms of meaning and content, they also share a
formal and structural similarity. Therefore, although contingent designation is involved in the formation
of the concept and term of the necessity of practical reason, in the stage of applying this concept to
examples, contingent establishing and assumption does not play a role; this is contrary to Allameh's

point of view, which considers contingent establishing and assumption related to the adaptation stage.

Conclusion

Allameh considers practical reason oughts to be of the type contingent ones, which means that the
concept of real metaphysical necessity is assumed to be adapted to the agent-act relationship. He also
believes that the fulfillment of the will is dependent on the forgery of such a thing. Researchers after
him have raised some problems with this view. In this article, we first showed that by modifying
Allameh's point of view, the problems raised can be answered. On the other hand, reducing necessities
of practical reason to real necessities is also problematic.

In this article, a different proposal has been made regarding the process of this credit. According
to this hypothesis, the first step is establishing contingent demarcation in the continuous spectrum of
pleasant and unpleasant states, which is of the type of "seeing something as something" and ignoring
details in intuition, not of the type of "assuming something as something". In the second stage, man
compates "the ratio of his ego with the matter always existing in the realm of desirable wotlds" to "the
ratio of human reason with the matter always existing in the realm of possible worlds" and due to the
structural and formal similarity between the two, he derives the word necessity from the second realm
and designates it to the first realm. As a result, psychological necessity and metaphysical necessity are

merely homonyms, which of course have similar semantic and structural aspects.
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