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Article info Abstract

The commonly accepted classification of Furu® al-Din (the Branches of
Religion) in contemporary Shiite thought, as formulated by later Shiite
scholars, consists predominantly of devotional obligations and leaves little
room for fundamental ethical principles. This is despite the fact that many
ethical values, grounded in unequivocal Qut'anic injunctions and
authoritative traditions (hadith), possess a binding normative character and
are intended to play a foundational role in the realization of faith and
religious commitment. Employing a descriptive—analytical method, this
study reexamines the concept of Furu® al-Din through a semantic analysis
of the term and an investigation of its historical development in Imami
theological and jurisprudential literature. It argues that ethical principles
such as justice, truthfulness, and birr (righteousness or benevolence), by
virtue of their obligatory nature and their constitutive role in the normative
structure of Islamic law, are conceptually capable of being recognized
alongside devotional obligations as integral components of the practical
foundations of Islam. An examination of the Qut'anic and hadith-based
foundations of ethical obligation, together with an analysis of the
conceptual implications of this approach, demonstrates that incorporating
ethical principles into the framework of Furu® al-Din not only restores the
intrinsic relationship between worship and morality but also transforms the
structure of the Shati'a from a predominantly ritual-centered framework
into an integrated devotional—ethical system, thereby offering a more
comprehensive understanding of Islamic religious practice. The study
ultimately secks to establish a theoretical basis for developing a more
inclusive classification of the practical foundations of Islam that combines
devotional obligations with fundamental ethical virtues.
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Introduuction

The distinction between Usul al-Din (principles of religion) and Furu® al-Din (branches of religion) has
long served as a fundamental framework in Shiite theology and religious education. In contemporary
Shiite discourse, Furu' al-Din is generally understood as a fixed set of devotional obligations, including
prayer, fasting, almsgiving, pilgrimage, and several socio-religious duties. However, this conventional
classification raises an important theoretical question: Does the concept of Furu® al-Din exclusively
refer to ritual obligations, or can universal ethical principles also be regarded as practical foundations of
religion?

This question has become increasingly significant because Islamic primary sources consistently
place ethical obligations alongside devotional practices. While ritual acts occupy a central position in
Islamic jurisprudence, the Qur'an repeatedly presents justice, honesty, benevolence, and fulfillment of
commitments as universal obligations essential to religious life. Nevertheless, these ethical principles
have rarely been examined within the conceptual framework of Fum " al-Din.

Using a descriptive—analytical approach and relying on Qut'anic verses, hadith literature, lexical
sources, and classical Shiite theological and jurisprudential works, this study reconsiders the semantic
evolution of Furu" al-Din and evaluates the possibility of expanding its scope to include fundamental
ethical obligations. The central assumption is that Fur" al-Din should be understood not merely as a
catalogue of ritual practices but as the collection of practical principles that continuously shape

individual and social religious life.

Rethinking the Concept of Furu' al-Din

Historical investigation demonstrates that the concept of Furu " al-Din has not always referred to a fixed
tenfold list. Early Shiite scholars proposed different classifications, indicating that the notion evolved
gradually within theological and educational traditions. Lexical and doctrinal analyses likewise reveal
that far' denotes what detives from a foundation rather than a predetermined list of legal obligations.

The study identifies several meanings of Fumu' al-Din in Shiite literature, among which the most
comprehensive defines it as the fundamental practical principles of religion. This interpretation
provides a broader conceptual framework in which both devotional and ethical obligations can be
understood as integral components of religious practice.

Evidence from classical Islamic scholarship further supports this interpretation. Certain early
Muslim scholars incorporated ethical duties such as righteousness (#717), social responsibility, and respect
for others into the practical structure of religion, suggesting that ethical conduct was regarded as

inseparable from authentic religiosity.
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From the perspective of the Qur'an, worship and ethics are intrinsically interconnected. Ritual
obligations are consistently presented as instruments for moral transformation rather than isolated
religious performances. Prayer prevents moral corruption, fasting cultivates piety, and prophetic
missions ultimately aim at establishing justice among humanity. Likewise, Prophetic traditions
repeatedly identify honesty, trustworthiness, justice, and social responsibility as defining characteristics
of genuine faith.

Based on textual and conceptual analysis, the study proposes three criteria for recognizing a
practical religious foundation: universality, continuity of obligation, and foundational influence on other
religious duties. Ethical principles satisfying these criteria deserve recognition alongside traditional
devotional branches.

Applying these criteria demonstrates that justice, truthfulness, and benevolence possess
characteristics comparable to the established branches of religion. These principles are universal,
permanently binding, repeatedly emphasized in the Qut'an and Sunnah, and function as indispensable
foundations for both individual morality and social order. Their omission from conventional
formulations of Furu" al-Din therefore reflects historical educational developments rather than an

inherent limitation within Islamic sources.

Conclusion

This study argues that the prevailing understanding of Fum " al-Din in Shiite thought requires conceptual
reconsideration. Historical evidence indicates that the branches of religion were neither originally fixed
nor exclusively devotional. Rather, the concept historically accommodated broader practical dimensions
of Islamic life.

The findings further demonstrate that ethical principles—particularly justice, truthfulness, and
benevolence—meet the conceptual criteria of practical religious foundations. Integrating these
principles into the framework of Fumu' al-Din offers a more coherent understanding of Islamic
normativity, in which worship and morality constitute complementary dimensions of a unified religious
system rather than separate spheres.

Such a reconstruction not only strengthens the theoretical relationship between ethics and
jurisprudence but also provides a more comprehensive model for contemporary Islamic religious

education and the practical realization of Islamic values.
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