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Abstract

Given the fact that people behave as they think, this article posits
that political trust and political self-confidence as the fundamental
factors of the thought of political ethics in their mental and
objective combination in the world politics increase hard, original
and bottom-up political participation and provide the basis for
good governance. Based on the insights from the positive
paradigm and political sociology, this study investigated a sample
of 380 students selected from among the population of students
at the Islamic Azad University of Zanjan in order to address the
whys and hows of the students' tendency toward political
participation. The sample was randomly chosen according to the
stratified ((52% males and 48% females) and cluster (universities
—faculties —departments) sampling methods. The data was
collected via a 50-item questionnaire developed by the
researchers. The reliability and validity of the questionnaire was
established through employing expert judgment and calculating
the Cronbach alpha (x=.88), respectively. The results revealed the
mean scores of 6.1 and 4.1 for the participants' political
participation and political confidence and self-confidence,
respectively. The correlation and regression results explained for
82 percent of the shared variance for the students' political
participation.
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Introduction

In today’s situation of Iran and specifically in the field of university and students, the light of political
ethics has not spread much in the breath of political participation and there is no homogeneity between
the mind and the object and political behavior based on political ethics. Based on ethical standards and
commitment, the rulers and managers of the political system should trust the citizens and, by fulfilling
their promise, provide attractive, safe and secure political environments for their participation so that
an authentic and noble political partnership will be realized and the national security of the country will
be guaranteed. This is because the benefit of the society lies in the ethical implementation of the
obligations of the ruler and citizens in creating trust and political participation. Therefore, the initial
question to address is why the student’s mind and thoughts do not support him for a cooperative
political behavior? And the basic and fundamental question of the article is why and how the citizens’
(here students’) beliefs in the political community, situation and political activists in a casual and
generative context, and with the feeling of political effectiveness, become inclined towards political
participation? Therefore, in order to avoid unscientific and unethical opinions and judgments and to
scrutinize the quality and quantity of political participation, it is necessary to carry out frequent and up
— to-date research in the field of tendency to political participation in the light of political ethics and
political sociology.

Related Literature Review

Political participation is the involvement of a person across different levels of activity in the political
system, from non-involvement to a full official political position, and the tendency to political
participation means the organized efforts of citizens to choose their leaders, have effective participation
in social and political activities and affairs, and influence the structure of the system as the political
guidance of the government (Milbrat, 1981, p.34). Some philosophers and thinkers such as Kar/ Mara and
Popper (1954) consider political participation as a means to achieving democracy and believe that as long
as the rulers are not committed to political ethics and commitment to the people, participation is a tool
suitable for a mass society that sees the people in charge as a tool to validate its policies. In such a
society, the government system uses the power of the people as a tool to eliminate the political rival or
consolidate its own power. According to them, real participation in which the rules of the game are
based on political ethics, the existence of political conflict resolution in institutions with the possibility
of political competition, legitimacy, pluralism and the high power for people’s choice can be seen as an
ethical, justice-oriented and two -way relationship that is possible on the highway of political trust.
According to Stone’s interpretation, political trust refers to positive mental attitudes and beliefs towards
political issues; in fact, political trust is a form of support for the political regime and those with political

authority (Gabriel, 1376, p 360), which has three dimensions: trust in the political system, trust in political
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agents and trust in political organizations (Kbanbashi et al., 2010, p. 76).
One of the most important theories of political participation is .A/bert Bandura’s Theory of Political Trust
and self-confidence/feeling of political effectiveness, which states that “political confidence is a process
consisting of trust in the government and political self-confidence” (Rabii, 2010, p. 73).

Table 1

Distribution of Participation Rate Based on Political Trust and Political self-confidence.

political confidence/political effectiveness - Political trust (Trust in the
government and political
Down Up environment)
Submissive and | Participatory behavior Up

imitative behavior

Isolationist Protesting/ militant Down
behavior/political behavior
alienation

Research Method

The present research was carried out in light of the proof paradigm and with a focus on the insight
from ethical and political sociology, with a quantitative approach, using the survey method and a sample
size of 380 people/students. The method of random sampling was that of the stratified (women, gitls
and faculties) and cluster (faculties and educational groups). Data was collected with the help of a
researcher-developed questionnaire in the form of 50 items and in a self-completion manner. The
reliability and validity of the questionnaire was established via the expert judgment and Cronbach alpha
calculation, respectively.

Research Findings

Profile of the Participants

The average age of the respondents is 24 years, the youngest is 19 and the oldest is 40 (age range is 21).
52% were men and 485 are women.91% of the students were single, and 89% of them were
undergraduate students (associate and bachelor majors). About 46% of them were studying in the fields

of basic science and technical and engineering faculties and 37%, in humanities.

Tendency to political participation
According to table number 2, the level of students’ desire for political participation is less and the desire

is much less.
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Table 2
Distribution of the Participants’ Mean and Variance of Political Participation across its Component
Indicators
Descriptive statistics Political participation and its constituent
Variance Mean indicators

1.121 1.6 Political participation

1.231 2 Imitative participation

1.12 1.32 Conscious participation

1.231 2.21 Diligent participation/gladiator

Political trust and Political Self-confidence

As indicated in Table 3 below, the mean score of political self-confidence or the sense of political effectiveness
of the participants was 1.4 out of 5. It is worth mentioning that the lowest score in the range of political
effectiveness was 11 and the highest, 66.

Table 3
Mean and Variance Distribution of Political Trust and Sense of Effectiveness

Descriptive Trust and its component indicators
statistics
Variance Mean
1.101 1.4 Total/average
1.261 1.5 Political trust / government
1.14 1.3 Self-confidence/political effectiveness
Conclusions

According to the calculated beta and significance level, causal variable (political socialization) and sense
of security as contextual variable and trst (political trust and political self-confidence) as
mediating/intervening variable, respectively, had a direct/indirect effect on the degree of tendency
toward political participation. Finally, the independent/explanatory vatiables of the research directly
explained about 82% and indirectly about 1.7% and in total about 84% of the variance of the
dependent/explanatory variable of the research, which is very significant. In other words, most of the
respondents believed that they had no influence on the government's decisions and that a small group
of powerful people ran the society, and the political participation of ordinary people had no effect on
their elimination or durability. On the other hand, a very low percentage believed that they could be

influential in political decisions. In other words, a high percentage of the respondents believed that the
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officials of most political institutions and organizations used their position in an unethical manner (such
as lying, forgery, hypocrisy, etc.), while a very low percentage, i.e., about 1.3 out of 5, believed that the
officials in all institutions prevent the treasury from becoming a disgrace and had the necessary skills
and expertise to plan and make decisions for the country out of foresight. The above-mentioned
findings are in line with theoretical propositions in the literature of research and especially with
theoretical propositions proposed by Milbrath, Huntington, Marks, Bandura, etc. Likewise, the findings
support those of Hassanzadeh et al. (2023) concerning the factors affecting the degree of students'
tendency toward political participation in Karaj of Alborz Province, which revealed a significant
relationship between the level of distrust and political alienation of students and the level of their
political participation; the findings incorporate the findings by Taji and Keshavarz (2015) in Noorabad.
and Mamsani, and Hassanzadeh et al. (20106) in Bidgol and Aran, which showed a significant relationship
between the sense of political effectiveness and efficiency/self-confidence and the degtree of political
participation among the students in the University of Tehran. Sharifi et al (date?) also had a similar
finding about the political confidence of Bukan students and their degree of tendency towards political
participation. Similarly, Alsina and Giuliano (2011) discovered a significant relationship between the
premature and incomplete political socialization process of the family and the level of low political self-
confidence with the degree of political participation, all related to the research questions and hypotheses
of the present study. The way out of the problem and unraveling the problem of the present writing is
to understand this key philosophical statement that the strength lies in accepting the principle of unity
in the same multiplicity. According to the findings, acceptance of multiculturalism, strengthening and
development of politics and democracy, increased political self-confidence, and increased political
confidence in the eyes of all groups and major tastes will result in an increase in genuine political
participation of democracy. As stated by Katman (2020), strength lies in the acceptance of unity in
plurality, and in order to achieve the long-term goal of democracy, the situation and conditions of inter-
and multiculturalism should be accepted and applied in the education system, especially in citizenship
education, the results of which should be the realization of democracy through genuine political

participation from the bottom up.
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