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Article info Abstract

Investigating the factors affecting the reduction of fear of intimacy
in the workplace can play an effective role in the development of
ethical relationships in the workplace, understanding this important
research aiming at the relationship of moral privacy and fear of
Intimacy with the mediating role of gender is done. The research
method is descriptive-correlation. The statistical population
includes all primary school principals in Kermanshah; 167 people
Managers were selected using stratified random sampling method
for the study. To collect research data from two Standard
questionnaires Respect for moral privacy Fear of intimacy was used.
Research data were collected through Pearson correlation
coefficient and multiple group analysis technique in structural
modeling using Amos and SPSS statistical software were analyzed.
The results showed that the relationship respect for moral privacy
and fear of intimacy with the mediating role of gender is negative
and significant. As a result, to reduce the fear of intimacy in the
workplace, we can pay attention to moral privacy.
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Introduction

In examining the historical context of communication, it can be said that the need to communicate
arose when humans decided to live together (Ansari et al., 2020, p. 45). The need to create and maintain
close bonds and relationships with others is considered a fundamental and essential human motivation,
therefore the ability to create intimacy is an interpersonal factor whose importance is often due to its
fundamental role in the development of close relationships (Rostami et al., 2018, p. 7). Intimacy, as an
important behavioral pattern, has strong affective-emotional and social aspects and is conceptualized
based on acceptance (positive experience of alighment and equality), satisfaction (positive expetience
of participation), and love (TenHouten, 2017, p. 54). Psychologists define intimacy as the ability to
communicate without control with another and express emotions without restrictions, and consider it
an inalienable right and a natural human state (Blume, 2016, p. 98). Intimacy is a process in which a
person shares information with others and the listener responds in a way that creates a sense of approval
and support (Sobral, 2015, p. 383). One of the variables that can potentially affect fear of intimacy is
respect for moral privacy (Such et al.,, 2021, p. 96). It seems that the concept of moral privacy is
ambiguous to everyone (Rasekh and Domanloo, 2016, p. 23). Moral privacy includes a set of human
rights such as the right to privacy, i.e. the right to be alone without being disturbed by others; the right
not to be monitored and the right to protect personal information; and the right to anonymity, i.e. the

right not to make one's identity public (Hamidi, 2016, p. 44).

Problem statement

Lack of intimacy in the workplace can be considered a setious warning for establishing healthy human
relationships; people who fear intimacy experience stress in establishing relationships in the workplace,
and continuing this trend can have harmful consequences such as burnout. In addition to this issue,
developing the moral characteristics of managers, especially paying attention to observing moral privacy,
seems important, because the education system, as the most tangible symbol of human resource
investment, plays a fundamental role in the comprehensive development of the country, and in this
process, human resources are considered to be one of the major and effective factors. On the other
hand, the prerequisite for the advancement of any organization, especially at its management levels, is
ethics, which acts as a light on management issues and the leadership process in the organization and
workplace. Unfortunately, the existing lack of respect in this area is quite noticeable in organizations,
and the education system at the macro level and schools at the micro level are no exception to this. As
a result, one of the important issues for which organizations should consider appropriate mechanisms
for development is addressing the observance of ethical privacy. Understanding what was raised, the

purpose of the present study is to answer the question: Is the relationship between observing moral
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privacy and fear of intimacy with the role of gender abuser in elementary school principals in

Kermanshah city significant?

Research Method

The research method is descriptive correlational research. The research population was all the principals
of elementary schools in Kermanshah city, from which a sample of 167 people was selected using a
proportional stratified random sampling method and based on the Cochran formula. The research
findings indicate that, contrary to the significant relationship between respect for moral privacy and fear
of intimacy in the overall research model, after testing for differences in the relationships between the
two groups, the relationship between the two variables was negative and insignificant for male managers
and negative and significant for female managers. Therefore, despite the alignment of the relationships
(being negative) because this relationship is significant for the female group but not significant for the
male group, based on the criterion proposed by the researchers (Hair et al., 2010, p. 103), the hypothesis
of the moderating effect of the gender variable in the relationship between observing moral privacy and
fear of intimacy is confirmed.

Conclusion
Therefore, the overall result of the study showed that the relationship between observing moral privacy

and fear of intimacy with the role of gender aggressor is negative and significant. Intimacy is a dynamic
and interactive process based on respect and trust, and in workplace environments, people need to feel
safe to share their deepest feelings and thoughts with each other, without fear of being judged, evaluated,
or ridiculed. In the process of intimacy, individuals must be confident that the other party fully
understands what they have disclosed and must also feel comfortable that the other party will self-
disclose to them in the same way. It is in such an environment that intimacy will grow. This kind of
acceptance and healthy interaction is a structure that will lead relationships to a deeper level of trust,
and this can be expected to be achieved in the light of respecting moral privacy. Addressing the fear of
intimacy in light of the studies of ethics in organizations that were examined in this research can be an

effective step in this field towards understanding and creating theoretical and empirical knowledge.
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