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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to understand the reasons behind the
positive response to the question, "Can teaching any subject
contribute to the moral education of students?" When someone
makes such a claim, how can they justify or rationalize it This article
aims to analyze the ideas of Peters, one of the most prominent
educational analytic philosophers of the twentieth century, using a
descriptive-analytical approach from the perspective of the history
of philosophy. It secks to substantiate this claim through his writings
and discuss his rationale in a new and coherent structure. The
research findings reveal that, according to Peters, proficient teaching
of various subjects enhances students' intellect and instills in them a
critical and inquisitive mindset. These attributes, in turn, aid in their
moral development. The study demonstrates that Peters believes
that teachers/professors indirectly contribute to the moral
education of students. However, these assertions present challenges
that the article endeavors to tackle by reassessing the underpinnings
of Peters' philosophy.
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Introduuction

Reflection on individual and social harms has presented a challenging situation for educational
institutions. Every day, demands for students' moral education are increasing. However, the standard
educational system does not include specific lessons on morality and moral education in school
curricula. It remains unclear whether incorporating such a curriculum would benefit students and

promote their moral character.

Many believe that teachers should be moral educators. This view is shared by the public, politicians,
and educational researchers alike. However, how these expectations can be practically fulfilled is
uncertain, and the role of teachers and professors in fostering the moral development of students has

often been questioned.

One prominent idea is that moral education should be conducted indirectly through teachers’
modeling of moral character. This perspective is endorsed by both the public and philosophers, who
assert that a teacher's moral authority is established through the embodiment of moral principles in their
behavior. They contend that students cannot learn essential moral competencies without models and

examples from teachers and parents who embody those competencies.

Another approach to moral education involves imparting knowledge in a morally conscious
manner. This idea of Reflection on individual and social harms has presented a challenging situation for
educational institutions. Every day, demands for the moral education of students are increasing.
However, the standard educational system does not include specific lessons on morality and moral
education in school curricula. It remains unclear whether incorporating such a curriculum would benefit

students and promote their moral character.

Many believe that teachers should be moral educators. This view is shared by the public, politicians,
and educational researchers alike. However, how these expectations can be practically fulfilled is
uncertain, and the role of teachers and professors in fostering the moral development of students has

often been questioned.

One prominent idea is that moral education should be conducted indirectly through teachers’
modeling of moral character. This perspective is endorsed by both the public and philosophers, who
contend that a teachet's moral authority is rooted in the demonstration of ethical principles through
their actions. They contend that students cannot learn essential moral competencies without models

and examples from teachers and parents who embody those competencies.

Another approach to moral education involves imparting knowledge in a morally conscious
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manner. This idea establishes a clear and immediate connection between education and morality. In
recent years, a substantial body of literature has emerged on professional ethics in education and
teaching. Peters, as a prominent philosopher of education, emphasized the importance of aligning
teaching methods with students' knowledge and awareness, suggesting that educational content (not

just methods) must also possess moral value _ a condition Peters considered vital to education.

Peters’s Contribution to Moral Education
A more challenging proposition is whether any subject taught can contribute to moral education if
delivered effectively. This claim posits that a well-trained teacher in subjects like chemistry or physics

can foster students' moral education by facilitating deep understanding.

However, if one claims that any competent education leads to moral education, how can this be
justified? This article analyzes Peters's ideas, using a descriptive-analytical method. The aim is to provide
a coherent foundation for the claim that “any competent education in any subject leads to the moral

education of students,” which requires further explanation and justification.

Research findings indicate that, according to Peters, competent education in various disciplines
enhances students' intellect, fostering an instrumental attitude and critical questioning. These skills
contribute to moral development, suggesting that teachers indirectly advance students' moral education.
However, these claims encounter challenges that this article seeks to address by reevaluating the

foundations of Peters’s philosophy.

Peters justified the fourth proposition for moral education with two arguments: (1) Knowledge, by
deepening understanding of its principles and criteria, offers individuals a new, non-instrumental
perspective on things and actions, liberating them from an instrumental viewpoint; and (2) Knowledge
expands understanding of options and the nature of actions, thereby guiding students in moral wisdom.
This knowledge provides a fundamental basis for ethical decision-making and aids in affirming one’s

choices during discussions with others.

However, education focused solely on acquiring knowledge and skills risks failing to provide a
meaningful moral life for individuals because (1) learned standards may conflict with moral principles;
(2) learned information may be misused; or (3) students might employ their critical abilities to question
morality while neglecting moral principles themselves. These challenges complicate acceptance of the
fourth proposition, even though it is considered valuable and well-founded. Ultimately, Peters argues
that morality is rooted in reason, and a moral life relies on reasoned principles, thus offering a potential

resolution to the dilemmas faced in moral education.

A clear and immediate connection between education and morality. In recent years, there has been



Ethical Reflections, Spring 2026, 7(1) 30

a substantial increase in literature addressing professional ethics in education and teaching. This growing
body of work highlights the importance of ethical standards and practices within the field, contributing
to a deeper understanding of the responsibilities educators hold. Philosopher Peter Peters emphasized
the importance of aligning teaching methods with students' knowledge and awateness, suggesting that
educational content (not just methods) must also possess moral value—a condition Peters considered

vital to education.

A more challenging proposition is whether any subject taught can contribute to moral education if
delivered effectively. This claim posits that a well-trained teacher in subjects like chemistry or physics

can foster students' moral education by facilitating deep understanding.

This assertion warrants scrutiny. Should it be asserted that all forms of competent education
inherently lead to moral education, what rationale supports this claim? This article analyzes Peters's
ideas, as one of the most prominent educational philosophers of the twentieth century, using a
descriptive-analytical method. The aim is to provide a coherent foundation for the claim that “any
competent education in any subject leads to the moral education of students,” which requires further

explanation and justification.

Conclusion

Research findings indicate that, according to Peters, competent education in various disciplines
enhances students' intellect, fosteting an instrumental attitude and critical questioning. These skills
contribute to moral development, suggesting that teachers indirectly advance students' moral education.
However, these claims encounter challenges that this article seeks to address by reevaluating the

foundations of Peters’s philosophy.

Peters justified the fourth proposition for moral education with two arguments: (1) Knowledge, by
deepening understanding of its principles and criteria, offers individuals a new, non-instrumental
petspective on things and actions, liberating them from an instrumental viewpoint; and (2) Knowledge
expands understanding of options and the nature of actions, thereby guiding students in moral wisdom.
This understanding establishes a foundational framework for ethical decision-making and reinforces

individuals' choices during discussions with others.

However, education focused solely on acquiring knowledge and skills risks failing to provide a
meaningful moral life for individuals because (1) learned standards may conflict with moral principles;
(2) learned information may be misused; or (3) students might employ their critical abilities to question
morality while neglecting moral principles themselves. These challenges complicate acceptance of the

fourth proposition, even though it is considered valuable and well-founded. Ultimately, Peters argues
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that morality is rooted in reason, and a moral life relies on reasoned principles, thus offering a potential

resolution to the dilemmas faced in moral education.
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