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Abstract

This research examines and critiques the ethics of technology from
a posthumanist perspective. Posthumanism, as a theoretical
framework, challenges traditional human-centered viewpoints and
explores the evolving relationship between humans, technology, and
ethics. The effort to overcome anthropocentrism and reject the
moral superiority of humans is a fundamental characteristic of
posthumanism. Posthumanist theories, by emphasizing the
connections between humans and non-human entities, including
technology, transform our thoughts on the ethics of technology.
From a posthumanist viewpoint, we humans are not the only agents
in the world; we exist within an intertwined world of human and
non-human entities that influence our agency. This research
highlights the ideas of Karen Barad, a pioneer of posthumanism,
who argues that any research and production of technology
constitute a form of reality production and intervention in the
configuration of the world, carrying ethical implications and
responsibilities.
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Introduction

This research delves into the examination and critique of technology ethics through the lens of
posthumanism, particularly influenced by the ideas of Karen Barad. Posthumanism serves as a
theoretical framework that challenges traditional human-centered perspectives and investigates the
evolving relationships between humans, technology, and ethics. This approach emphasizes the
interconnectedness of humans and non-human entities, including technology, fundamentally
transforming our understanding of technology ethics (Ginn,2017, p.3). In this research, an analytical
and deductive method has been employed. First, ethics from Barad's perspective is analyzed and

examined, and the concept of technology ethics is deduced by reviewing Barad's views. scholars in

recent years, including Mauthner (2019), Svensson (2021), Kowalcze (2022), and Campbell (2023). At
the same time, with the rapid expansion of technology in today’s world, the ethics of different
technologies has also become a significant topic of interest among researchers, such as Frauenberger

(2019), Nath and Manna (2023), and Xu (2024). The focus of the present study is the ethics of

technology from a posthumanist perspective, a topic that has received comparatively limited scholarly
attention. Accordingly, this paper first provides a brief overview of posthumanism and then elaborates
on the concept of ethics from a posthumanist standpoint. Subsequently, the notion of technology ethics
will be examined, analyzed, and critically discussed in light of posthumanist ethical principles, with

particular emphasis on the perspectives of Karen Barad.

Discussion

Historically, humanism has positioned humans as the central figures in ethical considerations, often
neglecting the rights of marginalized groups, animals, and the environment (Mauthner,2019,).
Posthumanism critiques this anthropocentrism, asserting that humans are not the sole agents in the
wortld. Instead, we inhabit a complex web of interrelations with both human and non-human entities
that significantly influence our agency (Braidotti, 2013, p.193). Consequently, relational concepts of
agency, responsibility, and judgment emerge as key elements in posthumanist ethical frameworks. Karen
Barad (2007), a prominent figure in posthumanism, posits that all beings—human and non-human—
are fundamentally intertwined, and that any research and technological production constitutes a form
of reality-making with ethical implications and responsibilities. Barad's concept of "agential realism"
emphasizes that reality is not a static given but is continuously shaped through interactions among
vatious entities. Barad critiques representationalism, arguing that the notion of distinct entities existing
ptior to representation is a flawed metaphysical assumption. Instead, she suggests that entities emerge

through entangled interactions, highlighting the importance of the term "intra-action"(Barad,2003).
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This concept underscores that distinct agents do not precede their interactions; rather, they are co-
constituted through these very interactions. In the realm of technology ethics, Barad's insights prompt
a reevaluation of how technologies are designed and implemented. The tools and systems we use to
generate knowledge are not neutral; they actively shape the realities we inhabit. This realization leads to
the understanding that ethical considerations in technology must account for the ways in which design
choices can marginalize certain realities while amplifying others. Barad's perspective urges designers and
technologists to recognize their role in shaping social realities and to take responsibility for the ethical
implications of their designs. The design of technology is inherently an ethical endeavor, as it involves
intervening in the reality of the world and producing a specific reality, essentially reconfiguring the
world. Additionally, the way technologies and devices are used and applied also constitutes an
intervention in the configuration of the world, determining agency boundaries and establishing limits
that carry ethical responsibilities for users (Barad,2007, p.184). The interactivity between humans and

technology creates a dynamic where technologies not only reflect but also construct social realities.

Critique of Barad's Framework

While Barad's approach offers a profound shift in understanding ethics in technology, it is not without
its challenges. One critique lies in the complexity of predicting the consequences of technological
designs. Designers may struggle to foresee all potential impacts of their innovations, raising questions
about the feasibility of holding them accountable for unforeseen outcomes. Moreover, the inherent
human-centric nature of technology design poses another critique. Despite the emphasis on
interconnectedness, many technological advancements are still primarily driven by human needs and
interests, often sidelining the rights and well-being of non-human entities. This raises ethical dilemmas
about prioritizing human concerns over the broader ecological and social implications of technology.
Barad's ethical framework moves beyond prescriptive approaches, emphasizing a descriptive
understanding of ethics that is context-dependent and relational(Davies,2018, p.121). This perspective
challenges traditional notions of individual responsibility and accountability, suggesting that ethical
considerations must be situated within specific relational contexts. The critique extends to the notion
of individual agency, questioning whether true responsibility can exist in a framework where identities
and actions are fluid and interdependent. This raises concerns about the applicability of Barad's ethics
in practical scenarios, where clear guidelines for ethical behavior may be lacking. Although posthumanist
thought, particularly Karen Barad's perspectives, offers a different and innovative view on ethics, on
one hand, removing humans from centrality and, on the other hand, stopping ethics at the descriptive
stage cannot provide a comprehensive perspective on ethics, especially technology ethics. However, as

mentioned, these viewpoints can open new horizons in the field of technology ethics.
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Conclusion

In contrast to humanist approaches, posthumanist thinkers offer a different understanding of ethics
grounded in a relational, materialist, and dynamic view of the world. Rather than attempting to impose
universal moral laws or principles, posthumanism calls for an ethics that is attuned to the complex,
entangled, and often unpredictable ways in which humans and technologies co-constitute one another. In
Barad’s posthumanist ethics, the concept of intra-action is central, emphasizing the idea that entities
emerge and come into being through their mutual entanglements. From this perspective, humans and
technologies are not separate domains; instead, they are continually evolving and reconfiguring one

another This understanding of ethics as a relational, material, and dynamic process has significant

implications for how we approach the ethical dimensions of technology. Within this view, the relationship
between humans and technology is bidirectional: just as humans create technology, technology in turn
shapes humans and produces new forms of subjectivity. Posthumanism rejects the view of the human as
a self-sufficient, unified, and rational agent, and instead understands the human subject as deeply

constituted within material and technological assemblages. From this standpoint, the ethical dimensions

of technology cannot be reduced to its impact on individual human rights or well-being alone; rather, they
must be understood in terms of their broader effects on the world beyond humanity. Nevertheless, as

noted, the practical implementation of such an approach appears challenging.
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