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Article info Abstract

This study aimed to reinterpret and reexamine the notion of moral
duty within the framework of the Islamic intellectual tradition in
order to propose an integrative, context-sensitive, and practically
oriented model for moral education. To this end, the three major
schools of normative ethics—consequentialism, deontology, and
virtue ethics—were critically and analytically examined, and their
philosophical and practical limitations in explaining the complex and
multicultural moral situations of the contemporary world were
analyzed. The findings indicated that, despite their philosophical
merits, none of these schools succeeded in offering a
comprehensive framework for guiding the moral agent in diverse
cultural and ethical contexts. Drawing upon the anthropological and
epistemological foundations of Islam—particularly Allameh
Tabataba’i’s theory of fitrah (innate human disposition)—ethics was
interpreted not as a set of external obligations but as an inner,
gradual, and identity-forming process. The research employed a
transcendental-comparative  analysis  through  which five
foundational components of moral duty were identified: moral
capability and realism, responsible will, stabilization of moral
character, socio-cultural contextuality, and rational interaction
among principles, consequences, and character. The results revealed
that the three-stage process of Islamic self-cultivation (tazkiyah,
tahdhib, and jihad al-akbar) could elevate moral duty from a merely
formal obligation to an existential commitment. Accordingly, the
proposed model, by integrating rationality, spirituality, and moral
agency, opened a new horizon for the theoretical and pedagogical
reconstruction of Islamic ethics and provided a framework for
strengthening  spiritual capital and nurturing a self-aware,
responsible, and virtuous human being.
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Introduction
The accelerating dynamics of technological transformation, cultural diversity, and global
interconnectedness have engendered new and multifaceted moral challenges that transcend
conventional paradigms of ethical reasoning. Classical normative frameworks—consequentialism,
deontology, and virtue ethics—though philosophically significant, fail to provide comprehensive,
context aware, and practically effective guidance in the morally intricate realities of contemporary life.

From the standpoint of Islamic philosophical and educational thought, this inadequacy reveals a
dual gap: conceptual, in the fragmentation of moral theory across isolated dimensions of results, rules,
and character; and structural, in the absence of culturally grounded models that align moral
understanding with the process of self cultivation (tazkiyah, tahdhib, and jihad al akbar).

Accordingly, the present study aims to address this gap by:
* Revisiting the definition, scope, and functional dimensions of moral duty within Islamic moral philosophy.
* Conducting a critical dialogue between Western normative ethics and Islamic anthropological—
epistemological foundations, patticularly *Allamah Tabataba T’s fitrah based theory of moral development.
* Structuring a five-pillar integrative model—moral capability and realism, responsible will, character
stabilization, socio cultural contextuality, and rational interaction among principles, consequences, and
character—that is both philosophically robust and pedagogically viable.

The conceptual point of departure is the recognition that in Islamic philosophy, morality is not
mere rule compliance but a dynamic, identity forming, and existential process—one that transforms
duty from external obligation into a lived commitment rooted in the cultivation of reason, faith, and

volition within the broader horizon of communal ethics.

Theoretical and Analytical Framework
1. Theoretical Framework
1. Western Normative Ethics Reviewed

* Consequentialism: Defines moral duty as the pursuit of optimal outcomes. While offering clarity and
adaptability, it suffers from predictive uncertainty and a reduction of value to instrumental calculation.
* Deontology: Conceives duty as intrinsically binding, independent of outcomes, and grounded in
universal rational law. Although logically rigorous, it often becomes inflexible in situations of moral
conflict.

* Virtue Ethics: Treats moral character as the root of duty and emphasizes internal motivation. Its
profundity lies in moral formation, yet lacks operative criteria for navigating plural and intercultural
ethical contexts.

2. Islamic Philosophical Foundations
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¢ Anthropology: Human beings are innately oriented toward goodness, meaning, and perfection (fitrah).
* Epistemology: Ethical cognition emetges through the integration of reason (‘aql), revelation (wahy),
and experiential wisdom (dhawq).

* Moral Agency: Responsibility arises from conscious moral awareness, volitional freedom, and spiritual
striving toward divine perfection.

These foundations collectively reframe moral duty not as legal compliance but as a dynamic process of
existential becoming through self purification.

2. Methodology: Transcendental-Comparative Analysis

The study utilizes a three-stage transcendental-comparative analytical method to reconstruct the notion
of moral duty from Islamic metaphysical premises:

* Conceptual Analysis of the epistemic, normative, and motivational dimensions of duty.

* Critical Comparative Analysis contrasting Western paradigms with Islamic ethical and philosophical
sources.

* Transcendental Reconstruction grounded in ‘Allamah Tabataba T’s theory of i‘tibarat and the self
cultivation (tazkiyah—tahdhib—jihad al akbar) paradigm.

This methodological synthesis enables the conceptual translation of moral duty from abstract

normativity to a lived ontological practice.

3. Findings: The Five Pillars of the Islamic Model of Moral Duty

1. Moral Capability and Realism — Aligning moral obligations with the agent’s actual and potential
capacities (qudrat wa waqji ‘iyyah).

2. Responsible Will — Connecting evaluative cognition to conscious volitional choice (iradah mas’tlah).
3. Character Consolidation — Internalizing virtues through gradual and sustained practice forming a
stable moral identity.

4. Cultural-Social Contextuality — Attuning ethical reasoning to situational and socio cultural diversity
without succumbing to relativism.

5. Rational Interaction of Principles, Consequences, and Character — Harmonizing the teleological,
deontological, and aretaic dimensions of ethics to avoid reductionism.

Together, these five components constitute the Islamic integrative model of moral duty, situating

obligation within the dialectic of knowledge, volition, and action.

4. The Role of Self Cultivation in Moral Duty

In Islamic ethics, the transformation of moral duty into existential commitment unfolds through the
three stages of self cultivation:

* Tazkiyah (purification): Clarifying intention and eliminating inner impediments.
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* Tahdhib (refinement): Developing virtuous dispositions and moral sensitivity through habitual
discipline.

¢ Jihad al Akbar (greater striving): Sustaining moral agency by overcoming ego driven tendencies and
aligning action with divine purpose.

This triadic process redefines moral duty as a journey of personal and spiritual realization, whereby the

ethical agent ascends from formal rule following to conscious self governance rooted in fitrah.

5. Pedagogical and Policy Implications

* Educational Practice: Incorporating the stages of self cultivation as formative modules in moral
education curricula, emphasizing experiential moral learning and reflective praxis.

* Moral Policy: Establishing culturally responsive frameworks for ethical

decision making compatible with multi cultural social realities while maintaining normative coherence.
* Applied Ethics: Extending the integrative model to contemporary ethical challenges such as bioethics,
environmental responsibility, and digital ethics, reinforcing the harmony between spiritual awareness

and practical rationality.

Conclusion

This study develops a comprehensive and integrative model of moral duty grounded in the Islamic
philosophical tradition and responsive to the theoretical limitations of Western normative ethics.
Through a transcendental-comparative approach, it redefines moral duty as an inward, developmental,
and fitrah based process of rational-spiritual self cultivation rather than an externally imposed

imperative.
The research advances four main contributions

1. Recontextualizing moral duty as a dynamic process of existential self cultivation that unfolds through
the triadic path of tazkiyah (purification), tahdhib (refinement), and jihad al akbar (the greater striving).
2. Synthesizing intellect, character, and consequence within moral deliberation by harmonizing reason,
revelation, and experiential wisdom as complementary epistemic sources.

3. Bridging theoretical ethics and educational practice by offering a pedagogically viable framework that
informs the reconstruction of Islamic moral education and fosters reflective moral agency.

4. Providing a culturally rooted yet cross applicable paradigm that integrates personal moral
development with communal and civilizational responsibility.

Ultimately, the proposed model reframes duty not merely as compliance with formal norms but as an
existential commitment arising from conscious purification and volition—an inner rational—spiritual

call that seeks harmony between individual perfection and collective moral flourishing. In this
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perspective, Islamic ethics transforms moral duty into a pathway of becoming, where knowledge,
intention, and action converge in the pursuit of divine humaneness and the renewal of moral meaning

in the contemporary world.
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1 . Comparative-Critical Analysis
2 . Transcendental Analysis

3 . Integrative Modeling
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1 . Applied Validation

2 . structured content analysis
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