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Abstract

The Iranian legal system currently lacks explicit legislation
criminalizing the abandonment of companion animals or the failure
of owners to provide for their essential needs. Existing provisions,
including Article 679 of the Islamic Penal Code (Ta'zirat), are limited
to intentional injury or destruction of animals and do not address
the ownet's continuing duty of care. This legislative gap has
contributed to growing social, public health, and ethical concerns,
including the increasing number of abandoned animals, rising public
costs, and declining social responsibility .Using an interdisciplinary,

descriptive-analytical approach, this study examines the feasibility of
criminalizing the abandonment of animal maintenance in Iran. It
draws upon the principles of Imami jurisprudence, ethical theories
concerning the relationship between morality and criminal law, and
Islamic bioethics to evaluate whether legal intervention can be
justified. A comparative analysis of the legal frameworks of the
United Kingdom, the United States, and several European countries
further explores contemporary approaches to the criminalization of
breaches of the duty of care toward animals. The findings
demonstrate that Imami jurisprudence recognizes the ownet's
obligation to maintain animals and provides enforceable
mechanisms, including judicial compulsion, transfer of ownership,
and financial liability, thereby establishing a legitimate basis for
legislation. From the perspective of Islamic bioethics, animals are
sentient and vulnerable beings whose welfare falls within humanity's
moral responsibility as stewards of creation. Accordingly,
abandoning their care constitutes both a moral and legal wrong that
may justify criminal sanctions. Comparative analysis also indicates
that many modern legal systems criminalize the neglect or
abandonment of animals as a breach of the ownet's duty of care.
The study concludes that criminalization is both feasible and
justified in Iran, provided it is accompanied by a comprehensive
legal framework incorporating graduated enforcement mechanisms,
complementary administrative regulations, and a dedicated animal
welfare law.
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1. Introduction

In recent years, the phenomenon of “abandoning animals” in Iran — including ignoring the vital needs
of domestic animals and their release — has transformed from an individual behavior into a
multidimensional social issue. This phenomenon not only threatens the welfare of animals dependent
on humans, but also has widespread consequences in the areas of security, health, ethics, economics,
and the environment.

From a social and cultural perspective, studies show that animal-related behaviors are a function of
the cultural and educational structures of society, and without reforming these contexts, one cannot
expect a decrease in animal release (Aqabigi and Afshari, 2012, p. 27; Agish, 2013, p. 33). In this regard,
some studies have emphasized that changing attitudes towards animals requires a sustainable cultural
transformation at the societal level (Dehghan-Manshadi, 2011, p. 68).

From a legal perspective, the Iranian legislative system faces a setious gap in the field of neglect of
animals, which has led to a weakness in the guarantee of legal enforcement. The existing criminal law
structure is mainly focused on positive acts, and neglect of protective duties has received less attention
(Agrian-Barati, 2020, p. 42). In the same framework, Article 679 of the Islamic Penal Code also deals
only with intentional injuries and does not provide an explicit obligation regarding continuous care or
prohibition of releasing animals.

From the perspective of Imami jurisprudence, the obligation to provide for animals is an
indisputable religious duty, and neglecting it leads to religious liability and responsibility. Early and later
jurists have also emphasized the direct responsibility of the owner towards the animal (Najafi, 1367 AH,
p. 315). Also, in jurisprudential texts, preserving life and preventing harm to animals is considered part
of the moral responsibility of the owner.

In the field of bioethics, caring for animals is not only an individual duty, but also part of human
social responsibility. Neglecting dependent animals leads to a violation of the ethics of care and a
decrease in social solidarity (Bahrami, 2017, p. 54). In this regard, some studies have emphasized that
responsibility towards animals can be an indicator of the general ethics of society (Safa Bakhsh, 2019,
p. 71).

From the perspective of social consequences, the release of animals has led to an increase in the
population of homeless animals, the emergence of stray herds, increased conflict with humans, and an
intensification of feelings of insecurity in urban spaces. Also, uncontrolled contact between humans
and animals can increase the risk of the spread of common diseases and impose additional costs on the
health system. Meanwhile, some studies have shown that this phenomenon ultimately leads to a decline
in the level of public morality and an increase in social harm (Hosseini, 2011, 62).

On an economic level, the management of homeless animals has placed significant costs on the
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shoulders of municipalities, shelters, and non-governmental organizations and has involved public
resources. This issue has also been considered in socio-economic studies and has been introduced as
one of the challenges of urban management (Bagheri, Zargoosh-Nasb, and Rezvan-Talab, 1401, p. 59).

In the comparative dimension, the study of legal systems shows that many countries have been able
to prevent the spread of this phenomenon by criminalizing the abandonment of animal care. In the
United Kingdom, the Animal Welfare Act 2006 explicitly defines the “duty of care” and its violation is
considered a criminal offense in certain circumstances. Also, in the United States, many states have
criminalized “failure to meet the basic needs of animals” under crimes related to animal cruelty
(Johnson, 2021, p. 145). Comparative analyses have also emphasized the development of the concept
of “active duty of care” (Radford, 2015, p. 141).

From a theoretical perspective, bioethical research shows that caring for vulnerable creatures is part
of human responsibility towards biological justice and plays an important role in reducing social harms
(Beauchamp & Childress, 2019, p. 312). Some studies also emphasize that abandoning animal sacrifice

indirectly threatens security, health, and social order (Smith, 2020, p. 87).

Moral analysis of abandoning animal welfare and its relation to criminal law

In Islamic ethics, animals are not considered merely tools for human benefit, but rather have an
independent moral status and are included in the circle of divine mercy. Accordingly, teachings such as
mercy, benevolence, and the prohibition of cruelty form the main framework of human behavior
towards animals and negate a purely instrumental view of animals (Safa Bakhsh, 2019, p. 91; Javadi and
Masoudi, 2013, p. 26; Ghahari et al., 2011, p. 141). In the same vein, some studies have emphasized the
connection between environmental ethics and animal rights and have introduced animals as part of the
moral system of creation with a kind of intrinsic value in the natural order (Jafaripour and Al-Boueh,
2011, p. 35).

In contemporary social ethics, responsibility towards dependent beings is also considered part of
the moral order of society and a condition for the sustainability of social relations. From this perspective,
neglect of animals is not simply an individual behavior, but a sign of a disruption in the system of social
responsibility (Asghari, Abedian, & Moradkhani, 2011, p. 72). In this regard, behavioral studies have
shown that the release of animals is directly related to the weakness of the culture of responsibility and
the reduction of social commitment (Bagheri, Zargooshnasb, & Rezvantalab, 2012, p. 59). However, it
should be noted that not every moral obligation necessarily translates into a legal or criminal obligation.
In criminal law theories, intervention is justified when the violation of a moral obligation leads to serious
harm to the fundamental values of society or disruption of public order (Ashworth, 2013, p. 25). From

this perspective, the distinction between individual morality and morality with social consequences is of
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fundamental importance. In the same framework, environmental ethics perspectives also show that
ethics enter the realm of legal obligation when human behavior disrupts the ecological balance and the
rights of other living beings (Jafaripour and Al-Boueh, 1401, p. 35).

Abandoning animal welfare, especially in the form of releasing pets, has gone beyond the level of
an individual action and has become a phenomenon with widespread social consequences. In addition
to causing direct suffering to the animal, this behavior increases the population of stray animals,
threatens public health, imposes urban costs, and weakens the sense of social responsibility (Warathi,
1400, p. 180).

From the perspective of environmental ethics, such behavior is also an example of irresponsible
exploitation of animals, which, after benefiting, leads to their release and termination of moral obligation
(Jataripour and Al-Boueh, 1401, p. 35). In contemporary bioethical literature, protecting animals has
also been emphasized as part of human moral responsibility towards vulnerable creatures. The “Ethics
of Care” theory, focusing on the relationship between dependency and vulnerability, considers the
abandonment of human-dependent animals as a clear example of a violation of moral responsibility
(Gilligan, 1982, p. 74; Beauchamp & Childress, 2019, p. 314). Complementing this perspective,
Jafaripour and Al-Boye (1401) emphasize the link between “moral responsibility” and “power of
possession”’; meaning that the greater the degree of human dominance over an animal, the greater his
moral obligation to meet the animal’s needs. Bioethics emphasizes that vulnerable living beings,
including animals, have the right to life and care, and that ignoring their needs is considered a violation
of human moral and social responsibility (Beauchamp & Childress, 2019, p. 312). Research shows that
abandoning animal sacrifice increases the risk of human-animal co-morbidities, reduces social cohesion,
and creates psychological trauma in society (Smith, 2020, p. 87). This approach provides a stronger
moral justification for legal intervention, especially in the case of pets, whose survival and well-being

are entirely dependent on humans.

Conclusion

The present study, with the aim of assessing the feasibility of criminalizing the abandonment of animal
sacrifice in the Iranian legal system, examined the issue from three perspectives: jutisprudence, ethics,
and comparative law. The results showed that, contrary to popular belief, abandonment of animal
sacrifice is not only a moral issue, but is also recognized as a binding religious duty in Imami
jurisprudence. The statements of prominent jurists regarding the obligation to support owned animals
and the possibility of forcing the owner or expropriating them if the sacrifice is abandoned show that
there is a clear jurisprudential basis for legislative intervention in this area. From an ethical perspective,

abandonment of animal sacrifice, especially the release of pets, goes beyond individual behavior and
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becomes a social issue with consequences such as threatening public health, increasing urban costs, and
disrupting public order; therefore, ethics regarding animal welfare enter the realm of public ethics and

justify the intervention of criminal law.
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