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Abstract

Moral weakness, or the gap between moral knowledge and moral action, is
among the most significant issues in moral psychology and moral
philosophy. This problem has served as a major arena for the expression of
diverse ideas advanced by numerous thinkers and philosophers. One of the
most prominent among them is Immanuel Kant, the German critical
philosopher. Kant addresses the issue of moral weakness throughout his
works in a scattered and unsystematic manner. Employing the method of
content analysis, the present study examines the possibility, emergence, and
remediation of moral weakness from Kant’s perspective. The findings
indicate that Kant not only accepts the possibility of the occurrence of this
phenomenon, but also identifies a number of factors as contributing to its
emergence, including ambiguity in the moral law, the misleading influence
of imagination, self-deception, weakness in generating sufficient motivation
to actualize moral knowledge and belief, and the absence or insufficiency
of such elements as well-being and health. In this connection, he also briefly
refers to certain remedies for overcoming moral weakness, although these
remedies, from the author’s point of view, call for further critical reflection.
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Introduction

One of the most enduring questions in moral philosophy concerns the explanation of the gap between
knowledge of the good and action in accordance with it; that is, the condition in which a human being,
despite awareness of moral duty, falls into hesitation or violation of principles in the sphere of practice.
Whereas the Socratic tradition, adopting a rationalist approach, attributes moral weakness to ignorance
and lack of knowledge, and in principle denies the possibility of conscious moral failure, lived human
experience and moral reality testify to the repeated occurrence of this phenomenon. In contrast to
Socrates, Immanuel Kant, by acknowledging the “frailty of human nature,” accepts the possibility of
moral weakness as a reality within the practical domain and regards it as a conflict between rational free
will and natural inclinations.

Nevertheless, Kant does not present a systematic account of moral weakness in any single volume.
For this reason, the principal concern of the present study is to collect, reexamine, and organize the
scattered elements of Kant’s thought on this issue. With the aim of clarifying the mechanism underlying
the emergence of moral weakness and examining Kant’s proposed strategies for its prevention and
treatment, this article seeks to answer the question of how a connection may be established between
moral cognition and practical will in the fallible human being. To this end, through content analysis and
the use of library-based sources, the study attempts to provide a coherent framework for understanding
this moral gap.

Moral Weakness from Kant’s Perspective

In order to explain the mechanism of moral weakness from Kant’s perspective, this study classifies it
into three domains: the cognitive, the motivational-practical, and the environmental-external. In the
cognitive domain, moral weakness arises from such factors as the instability of knowledge, ambiguity
in moral principles, the unchecked operation of the faculty of imagination, and “cognitive self-
deception,” whereby an individual replaces moral truth with conjecture and doubt in order to justify
personal inclinations. To counter these obstacles, Kant emphasizes Socratic methods of dialogue, the
clarification of moral principles, and the control of imagination so that the understanding may be freed
from the domination of sensibility and redirected toward rational values.

Within the motivational domain, which constitutes the most important link between knowledge
and action, the article shows that mere cognition of the moral law is insufficient for moral action; rather,
the law must affect the will as a “pure and self-sufficient incentive.” Here Kant distinguishes between
the gradual reform of conduct and a “revolution in disposition,” arguing that genuine virtue requires a
fundamental transformation in moral orientation and the cultivation of respect for the moral law.

Finally, the environmental domain points to the role of external impediments such as poverty and illness
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in undermining moral agency. In this respect, Kant, contrary to a purely abstract approach, underscores
the necessity of securing well-being and health as indirect conditions for moral action.

At the same time, one of the important contributions of this article lies in identifying explanatory
gaps within the Kantian framework, particularly insofar as the logical relation among these three
domains is not explicitly articulated and Kant’s remedies lack an integrated operational model. By
reconstructing these views in terms of stages such as assent, motivation, and sustained practice, the
present study attempts to offer a coherent framework that not only explains the possibility of moral
weakness within the philosophy of action, but also provides a roadmap for overcoming this gap and

attaining purity of intention and moral action.

Conclusion

From the foregoing discussion, it may be concluded that, from Kant’s perspective, the emergence of
moral weakness is fully intelligible, contrary to the view of thinkers such as Socrates. In addition to
affirming its possibility, Kant identifies several factors in the cognitive, dispositional, and practical
domains that give rise to the gap between moral knowledge and moral action, and he also points to
certain ways of remedying some of them. What appears to remain somewhat neglected in Kant’s
thought, however, is a clear account of the interrelation among these factors and the corresponding
remedial strategies. The present author has sought to address this issue through the framework of the
philosophy of action as developed by Muslim philosophers. As noted in the review of previous
scholarship, earlier studies have merely referred to some of these factors; the present article may
therefore be regarded as, in some measure, a completion of prior research in this field. A more precise
and comprehensive investigation of moral weakness in the thought of other Muslim or Western

philosophers may serve as a fruitful basis for future research.
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